Williamsville Village Center
New Application

Complete Application. All Requirements Met.








Cover letter dated 05/31/2017.
Authorization from selectboard on 5/15/2017.
Town planning process confirmed on 05/27/2014 by WRC.
WRC and BDCC notified on 05/15/2017.
Color photographs included.
Zoning bylaws and map included.
Boundary map included. Boundary was developed by the town in
coordination with DHCD staff.

Staff Recommendation
Approve application and award designation.
Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Aerial Map

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Revitalization Efforts
 Developed a village revitalization plan led by Windham Regional
Commission and funded by a EDA disaster recovery grant.
 Installed U.S. flags along Dover Road in Williamsville.
 Organized the Rock River Artist’s Tour, annual event that opens up
local artist studios in South Newfane.
 Opened the Eatery, a farm to plate restaurant in 2014, in the site of
the former Williamsville General Store.
 Expanded the use of the Williamsville Hall for senior meals,
community meetings, potlucks, local theater and movie nights.
 Renovated the Williamsville Bread and Breakfast for weddings and
community celebrations.
 Organized the annual spring fair “Rabbit Run” hosted by the Timson
Hill Preschool in the one room schoolhouse.
 Future revitalization efforts include developing a park on the site of
“buyout” properties destroyed by Tropical Storm Irene, renovating
the Williamsville Hall to allow for year around use and creating a
shared-use path along the river.
Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Zoning Bylaws and District Map
The designated boundary is
located in the village zoning
district.
The purpose of the village
zoning district is to preserve the
historic integrity and support the
traditional role of the village as
the focus of many of the social
and economic activities that
support the surrounding
community, and to provide for
residential and commercial
development, as well as
governmental uses that
serve the needs of the village
and the community.

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Photographs

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Photographs

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Photographs

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Photographs

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Photographs

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Proposed Boundary Map
The proposed boundary
runs along Dover Road
and includes the post
office, a preschool, the
Williamsville Guesthouse
and Hall, the Eatery, fire
station, Buddhist Center,
commercial businesses
and multifamily and single
family residences.

The Town worked with staff to define the boundary that meets statutory definition
and submitted a map that meets the program’s requirements.
Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center

Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Williamsville Village Center
Discussion/Questions and Motion

Staff Recommendation
Approve application and renew designation.
Downtown Board Meeting

26 June 2017

Town of Newfane
Planning Commission
PO Box 36, 555 Vermont Route 30
Newfane, VT 05345
May 31, 2017
Vermont Village Center Designation Program
Division for Community Planning and Revitalization
Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD)
One National Life Drive, 6th Floor
Montpelier, VT 05620
Dear Downtown Board:
The Town of Newfane is excited to submit three villages -- Newfane, Williamsville and South Newfane -for your consideration for Village Center Designation. The community has been working on
revitalization efforts for these villages for a while, but look forward to obtaining the village center
designations to enhance their overall efforts. Village Center Designation will also allow the numerous
historic properties in our villages to apply for Vermont historic tax credits to assist with the
rehabilitation of these income producing buildings.
Community members developed strategies to revitalize its village centers in 2014, technical assistance
for the work was provided by the Windham Regional Commission (WRC) through a Disaster Recovery
grant from the Economic Development Administration (EDA). Through the collaborative village
revitalization effort, specific projects and potential funding sources were identified that would enable
representatives and stakeholders of these three villages to meet their goals of building community and
economic resilience (https://strengtheningsouthernvt.wordpress.com/village-reports/newfane/ and
https://strengtheningsouthernvt.wordpress.com/village-reports/south-newfane-wialliamsville/).
Some of the initial strategies from the 2014 plan have been implemented, but there is still more work
for our community to complete. Outlined below is a list of previous and current revitalization activities
for each of the villages.
Previous Revitalization Activities
Village
All Villages

Activity
Walk the Villages event in 2016 to educate residents and hear their thoughts about
Village Center Designation was a success. Newfane's Planning Commission hosted
the event held from 2:00pm to 8:00pm in the villages of South Newfane,
Williamsville and Newfane. John Bennett from Windham Regional Commission and
Richard Amore, Planning & Project Manager and Caitlin Corkins, Tax Credits &
Grants Coordinator from VT Department of Commerce and Community
Development walked with residents through the rain listening and answering
questions. Evening public presentation in Union Hall by Richard Amore and Caitlin
Corkins. Attendees and walkers completed an Informal survey. See flyer attached.
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All Villages

All Villages
All Villages
Newfane Village
Newfane Village
Newfane Village

Newfane Village
Newfane Village
Newfane Village
Newfane Village

Newfane Village

Newfane Village
Newfane Village

Williamsville

Williamsville

Williamsville

Williamsville

South Newfane &
Williamsville

Newfane Anew Community Volunteers (NACV) installs US Flags along VT Route 30
in Newfane Village and along Dover Rd within the Villages of Williamsville and
South Newfane.
Two cell towers now working throughout Newfane
Expansion of use of Front Porch Forum for events and activities
Established Park & Ride at Newfane Town Office though grant funding
Reopening and expansion of The Four Columns Inn and Artisan Restaurant,
opening of the Fieldstone Lodge and opening of Village Yoga
Establishment of a trail that connects The Four Columns Inn and the Fieldstone
Lodge, providing guests at the Fieldstone experiential walk to the Four Columns for
Lunch & Dinner.
Tourist Information and facilities at the Four Columns Inn.
Moore Free Library now offers concerts and art exhibits in its gallery.
Lighting of the Common in winter by NACV
Annual Moore Free Library community tag sale fundraiser on the common offers
community groups such as NACV and the Newfane garden club the opportunity for
their own fundraisers.
Annual events produced by NACV:
 Summer Concerts on the Common, increasing to three per summer
 Winterfest celebration with Santa, crafts, caroling and soup and bread dinner
at the Church on the common
 Pumpkinfest and carved haunted houses on the common for Halloween
Continued Columbus Day weekend Heritage Festival drawing local residents and
thousands of visitors to the village
Purchase and rehabilitation of the Railroad Depot by Windham County Historical
Society. Grand opening (October 2017) of the West River Railroad Museum
Newfane Railroad Station.
Opening of The Eatery in 2014 in what was once the Williamsville General Store.
Their use of regional, local to table fare, wood fired pizza and extensive brew list
draws locals and visitors from all over.
Expanded use of Williamsville Hall for Senior Meals, Mother’s Day breakfast,
community meetings and pot lucks, theater, talent show, dances, movies, game
nights and other community activities.
Purchase and renovation of the Williamsville Bread and Breakfast by owner of the
Williamsville church across the road (no longer a church) Weddings and
celebrations are being held in these jointly owned properties . The properties sit
between Williamsville Hall and The Eatery restaurant.
Timson Hill Preschool a one room schoolhouse and family cooperative, is an
integral part of the Williamsville Village. They host an annual Spring Fair, a “Rabbit
Run” and annual fundraiser in the Williamsville Hall.
South Newfane and Williamsville are home to contemporary artists whose
creativity bolsters the local economy and keeps these tiny villages vibrant. Once a
year, these artists organize the Rock River Artist’s Tour, when they open their
studios to the public. This event gives visitors a reason to travel this stretch of river
that links Williamsville and South Newfane through geography, history, and
common purpose.

1. Cover Letter For Village Center Application.Docx

6/5/2017 12:14 PM

Page 2 of 4

South Newfane
South Newfane

South Newfane Village Little Free Library opened in in December 2016 in the South
Newfane Baptist Church.
Annual Old Home Day & Potluck.
New boiler and many repairs to the South Newfane Baptist Church.
Future Revitalization Activities

Village
All Villages

All Villages
All Villages

All Villages
All Villages
All Villages
All Villages
All Villages
Newfane Village
Newfane Village

Newfane Village

Newfane Village
Newfane Village
Williamsville
Williamsville/Sout
h Newfane
Williamsville/Sout
h Newfane
Williamsville/Sout
h Newfane
South Newfane

Activity
Investigate and implement strategies for traffic calming in South Newfane,
Williamsville and Newfane. Survey results pinpointed traffic speed as the top
concern in all villages
Increase membership and participation in the NACV group by promoting the
organization and activities.
Organize a lawn sale fundraiser for the three Newfane villages. The proceeds from
each village could benefit the maintenance of a civic building in its respective
village.
Organize an annual impromptu Snowman Festival with Newfane’s three villages.
Collaborate with the Vermont Digital Economy Project (VDEP) to establish free
public Wi-Fi hotspots in the village centers.
Install seasonal displays and planters in public spaces.
Develop Master Plans for all villages
Organize a wooden sculpture event for Newfane’s three villages. Each village could
have its own theme.
Establish a visitor information kiosk in the village core with maps and information,
including local historical sites, outdoor recreational activities, and visitor amenities.
Expand upon the Four Columns Inn’s’ tourist information.
Seek opportunities to expand distribution, and update if necessary, the self-guided
tour pamphlet entitled “A Walk through Historic Newfane Village.”
Construct a public restroom, with possible locations in the Village or
the Park and Ride. Explore alternative, cost-effective options such as composting
toilets.
Negotiate with Connecticut River Transit (CRT) to establish a public
transit route along the Route 30 corridor. Designate a bus stop in
the Village and/or the Park & Ride.
Install pedestrian walkways connecting the Village to Loop
Road and Loop Road to Bruce Brook Road.
Insulate Williamsville Hall to allow year round use.
Design and implement a public greenspace with pedestrian amenities on the two
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) buyout properties.
Construct a shared-use (pedestrian/bike) path following the river between South
Newfane and Williamsville. The trail would also connect the
villages to town greenspaces to be located at the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
(HMGP) buyout properties.
Develop a kiosk or other public place that can be used year round to post events
and notices.
Develop a plan and implementation strategy to improve parking in South
Newfane.
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South Newfane
South Newfane

Renovate the bathroom facilities in the school house, adding septic and water to
replace the chemical toilet and have running water.
Research possibility of purchasing and opening as a community endeavor, the old
South Newfane Country Store. Owner now lives in St Thomas.

The primary contact person for this application:
Name:
Lynn Forrest, Chair of Newfane Planning Commission
Address: PO Box 286, South Newfane, VT 05351-0286
E-Mail:
lynn.forrest@sbcglobal.net
Phone:
802-348-7984
The following are documents that are included in this application:

 Authorization from the Town of Newfane Selectboard
 Copy of Notification to Windham Regional Commission (WRC) and Brattleboro Development Credit
Corporation

 Letter from WRC confirming Newfane’s Planning Process
 Village Center Designation Boundary Map with all required items
 Photos of the three villages keyed to the map
 Copy of the section of the Newfane Town Plan showing municipal plan integration
 Zoning District Maps and District Bylaws
 National Register District Boundary for Newfane Village
 Additional Information: Flyer for Walk the Villages event
We look forwarded to meeting with you to discuss our application. Please contact me if there are any
questions about our submittal.
Best regards,

Lynn C. Forrest
Newfane Planning Commission, Chair
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes – May 15, 2017
TOWN OF NEWFANE
SELECTBOARD MEETING
MINUTES
MAY 15, 2017
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Gary Delius, Marion Dowling, Mike Fitzpatrick, Carol Hatcher,
Christopher Williams
OTHERS PRESENT: Todd Lawley, Ken Estey, Steve Levine, Lynn Forrest
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Carol Hatcher, Chair.
ADDITIONS/AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
Employee Appreciation Day discussion was added to Old Business.
A report on the annual meeting of the Incorporated Village of Newfane was added to Old Business.
MINUTES
May 1, 2017: The minutes were reviewed. A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded
by Marion Dowling to approve the minutes as presented. The motion carried with four in favor and
one abstention.
ROAD BUSINESS
Road Foreman’s/Road Commissioner’s Report: See attached report.
Christopher Williams made a motion to purchase the york rake for $4,199 from Brown Enterprises,
pending availability in the budget. The motion was seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick. Shannon
reviewed the budget and noted that the funds were available. The motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick to accept the report. The
motion carried with four in favor and Christopher Williams abstaining.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT’S REPORT
See attached report.
A motion was made by Gary Delius and seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick to accept the Administrative
Assistant’s Report. The motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Gary Delius and Marion Dowling to put the Interim Auditor’s Report on the
website. The motion carried unanimously.
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes – May 15, 2017
SCHEDULED MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Williamsville Hall Committee: Steve Levine was present to update the Board on the projects at the
Hall. He noted that the Hall Committee reapplied for a grant from the Vermont Arts Council, which
was denied last year. He noted a letter of support was sent by Shannon. They should hear by
August 1 whether the grant was approved.
Steve reported on work being done to the Hall currently and plans for further work to be done. He
noted that they are planning on painting the dining hall a more pleasant color.
Steve requested that the Board consider utilizing the $27,471 in the Capital Reserve Fund for
insulating the building, if the grant is not approved. The Board was amenable to discussing the
idea. Steve will notify the Board of the results of the grant application.
Planning Commission: Lynn Forrest was present on behalf of the Planning Commission to request
that the Board sign and submit the application for Village Center Designation.
At this point in the meeting, Gary Delius recused himself and left the room.
Lynn read the resolution into the record and requested the Board sign the resolution and required
notifications.
A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion Dowling to sign the resolution to
apply for Village Center Designation. The motion carried unanimously of the members remaining.
Lynn went over the next steps in the process for the Board’s information.
A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion Dowling to sign the required letters.
The motion carried unanimously of the remaining members.
The Board commended the Planning Commission for their hard work.
At this time, Gary Delius rejoined the meeting.
NEW BUSINESS
Suggested Amendment to the Personnel Policy: Shannon presented a draft of an amendment
to the Personnel Policy, adding the sentence “The employee shall be afforded the opportunity to
respond to the evaluation.” on Page Six. Discussion ensued and “and employee’s response” was
added to the next paragraph.
Gary Delius made a motion to take items out of order and to discuss 2017 Personnel Evaluation
Schedule next. Mike Fitzpatrick seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.
A motion was made by Gary Delius to accept the amendment to the Personnel Policy “The
employee shall be afforded the opportunity to respond to the evaluation” and also to include “and
employee’s response” to the last paragraph. The motion was seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick. The
motion carried unanimously.
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes – May 15, 2017
2017 Personnel Evaluation Schedule: Carol noted in the Personnel Policy where it states that
evaluations are supposed to be done each year. She noted that they haven’t been done for several
years. The current evaluation form was reviewed by the Board. Discussion ensued regarding
content and the process for evaluating employees.
The Board set the end of the calendar year as a goal for having evaluations done. The Board will
take the evaluation forms home for review and suggestions to discuss at the next meeting.
Required FEMA Training – ICS 100: Shannon updated the Board on the setup of the class.
Christopher, Mike, and Gary will take the course next week online.
July Meeting Schedule: Carol explained that there are 5 Mondays in July and the first meeting
date is July 3, the day before Independence Day. The Board discussed moving the meeting to July
10. Shannon noted that the tax rate needs to be set the first meeting in July and felt that the 10th
wouldn’t leave enough time to get the tax bills ready for mailing. The consensus of the Board was to
hold a short meeting on July 3, with only the tax rate and pay orders on the agenda.
OLD BUSINESS
Further Updates to Highway Crew Job Description: Shannon went over recommended changes,
to be in agreement with the Personnel Policy. The Board was in agreement with the changes. It
will be ready for signature at next meeting.
Recycling Committee: Carol read the proposed charge for the recycling committee: “The charge
of the Recycling Committee is to research the feasibility and cost of all viable alternatives available
for continued recycling in the Town of Newfane, and to bring findings and recommendations to the
Selectboard for their consideration.”
A motion was made by Gary Delius and seconded by Marion Dowling to approve the charge of the
Committee. The motion carried with four in favor and Mike Fitzpatrick abstaining.
Telephone Bill/Hacking: Shannon updated the Board, noting that VLCT reversed their denial of
coverage, paying all but the $1,000 deductible; however the same day, the attorney for Fairpoint
offered the Town Attorney a one-time settlement for their cost, totaling about $900. The consensus
of the Board was to accept Fairpoint’s offer. Gary Delius explained details about the voice mail
system and why the Town is responsible for the security of their system. Shannon confirmed that
numerous measures were taken to secure the system. The Board thanked Shannon for her work on
this issue.
Employee Appreciation Date: Carol recapped the prior discussion regarding holding
an Employee Appreciation Day. She asked each board member to step in and help. The consensus
of the Board was to hold it on September 16, 2017 from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Incorporated Village of Newfane Report of Meeting: Marion updated the board on the meeting
held on May 10. Ken Estey asked whether the Incorporated Village has their own planning
process. Marion did not think there was a separate planning process.
CORRESPONDENCE:
The following correspondence was received:
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A letter was received from the Blake Prescott regarding dumping on South Wardsboro Road.
Discussion ensued regarding signage. Shannon will respond to Dr. Prescott, thanking him for
contacting the Board and explaining the Board’s position; and also to post on the website
and Front Porch Forum notifying residents of the $500.00 fine for illegal dumping. The Board
will also look into sign costs, just for information.
VLCT Newsletter

PAY ORDERS
A motion was made by Gary Delius and seconded by Marion Dowling to approve the pay orders as
follows:




Accounts Payable Warrant No. 17026 in the amount of $175,807.98
Payroll Warrant No. 05/03/17 in the amount of $5,540.90
Payroll Warrant No. 05/10/17 in the amount of $4,703.13

The motion carried unanimously.
ADJOURN
A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion Dowling to adjourn at 8:15 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Meckle
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1 June 2017
Lynn Forrest
Chair, Newfane Planning Commission
Town of Newfane
P.O. Box 36
Newfane, VT 05345
Dear Lynn:
I am writing to confirm that the Newfane’s municipal plan is approved and its planning process
confirmed in accordance with 24 V.S.A. Section 4350, and that the Town is eligible to apply for
the Village Center Designations for Newfane, Williamsville and South Newfane under the
Vermont Downtown Program. The WRC approved the current plan and confirmed the planning
process at its meeting on May 27, 2014. Please let me know if you need any additional
information or if the WRC can assist the Town in any way.
Sincerely,

Susan McMahon
Associate Director
Cc:

Piet van Loon, WRC Commissioner – Newfane
Jodi French, WRC Commissioner – Newfane

139 Main Street, Suite 505 / Brattleboro, VT 05301 / Phone: (802) 257-4547 / Fax (802) 254-6383
Website www.windhamregional.org

Williamsville
Village Center
Town of Newfane, Vermont
Village Center Designation
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map prepared by Windham Regional Commission
June 2017; u:\GIS\Towns\Newfane\Maps\Villctr2017_Williamsville_2017.mxd
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Druke Insurance
Post Office
Timson Hill Preschool
Williamsville Guest House
Williamsville Hall
The Eatery
Fire Station
Buddhist Center

Williamsville Village, Newfane Vermont

1
Entering Williamsville on Dover Rd,
facing west: Buddhist temple far right

2
Williamvsille on Dover Rd, facing west:
Williamsville Hall far left, the Eatery,
restaurant far right

3
Williamsville on Dover Rd, facing east:
The Eatery, So Newfane /Williamsville
Fire Dept, Buddhist temple just beyond
the fire department.

6 Williamsville Photos With Text.Docx
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Williamsville Village, Newfane Vermont

4
Williamsville on Dover Rd, facing west:
Williamsville Guest House far right,
Guest House/Church on left,
Williamsville Hall far left

5
Williamsville on Timson Hill Rd, facing
north: Williamsville Guest House in
foreground, Timson Hill Preschool up
the hill, far left,

6
Williamsville on Dover Rd, facing west:
Williamsville Church, now part of the
Williamsville Guest House on left,
Williamsville Hall far left
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Williamsville Village, Newfane Vermont

7
Williamsville on Dover Rd, at Grist Mill
Rd, looking back into the village facing
east: Williamsville Church Steeple,
visible above the trees, far right

8
Williamsville on Dover Rd, facing west:
Iconic white homes on the right face
the post office as one leaves the
village, the building on the right is
thought to have been a stop on the
stage coach.

9
Williamsville on Dover Rd, facing west:
Williamsville post office and Druke
Insurance on the left seen as leaving
Williamsville.
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Williamsville Village, Newfane Vermont

10
Williamsville on Dover Rd, facing east: Williamsville post office and
Druke Insurance on the right as entering Williamsville

6 Williamsville Photos With Text.Docx
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Adopted Amendment to the Newfane Town Plan

The Town of Newfane supports the development of, and intends to apply for, Village Center
Designation for the three villages in the Town of Newfane, Newfane Village, Williamsville and South
Newfane.
The Village Center (VC) designation is non-regulatory; it is not a zoning overlay, nor is it a historic
district. The VC designation process recognizes and encourages local efforts to revitalize Vermont’s
traditional village centers. Designated VCs receive priority consideration for state grants and other
resources. Commercial property owners in designated VCs are eligible for tax credits to support
building improvements (accd.vermont.gov). There is no financial burden on the Town for having
designated Village Centers.
Village Center Designation will support, encourage and expand community interaction, enhancing
the assets of the three villages of Newfane, such as the Village Green and Union Hall in Newfane
Village, Williamsville Hall in Williamsville, and the little schoolhouse in South Newfane.
Village Center Designation will provide the opportunity to improve connectivity and alternative
transportation options such as ride sharing, bike paths and traffic calming, thereby improving the
quality of life for residents and visitors alike.
Village vitality will be enhanced by being Designated Village Centers. The Village Center program
provides opportunities for eligible projects within the designated areas to receive technical
assistance and state funding. The program includes a variety of tax credit incentives to help reduce
the costs of façade and life-safety/ADA compliance code related improvements, and some data and
network installations and related HVAC costs. Eligible projects are given priority consideration for
Municipal Planning Grants, grants from the Agency of Transportation, Agency of Natural Resources
and the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program.
In applying for Village Center Designation, the Town will:
a. explain how designation helps implement the relevant goals in this Plan, linking the goals
in the Plan to the relevant purposes and benefits of State designation. The application will
explain how the designation would further the state’s planning goals listed in24 V.S.A.
section 4302.
b. include the designation boundary on at least one map.
Village Centers offer the benefit of economical uses of public facilities, and services; we can
preserve more of our forests and open spaces for future generations; our children have easier
access to friends and community life in these small population centers; and, being close to
neighbors, citizens are better able to take care of each other.
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Selectboard Meeting Minutes – February 20, 2017
TOWN OF NEWFANE
SELECTBOARD MEETING
MINUTES
FEBRUARY 20, 2017

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Marion Dowling, Mike Fitzpatrick, Todd Lawley, Gary Delius (via
telephone)
OTHERS PRESENT: Ken Estey, Doris Knechtel, Shannon Meckle, Ralph Meima
CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Todd Lawley, Chair.
ADDITIONS/AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA
“Correspondence” was added to the agenda.
MINUTES
January 30, 2017: A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion Dowling to approve
the minutes as presented. The motion carried unanimously.
February 6, 2017 – Hearing: A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion Dowling to
approve the minutes as presented. The motion carried with three in favor and Gary Delius abstaining.
February 6, 2017 – Regular Meeting: A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion
Dowling to approve the minutes as presented. The motion carried with three in favor and Gary Delius
abstaining.
ROAD BUSINESS
Road Foreman’s/Road Commissioner’s Report: See attached report.
A motion was made by Gary Delius and seconded by Marion Dowling to approve the Report and to send
a letter of thanks to Matt Coleman. The motion carried with three in favor and Todd Lawley abstaining.
Certificate of Highway Mileage: A motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion
Dowling to sign the Certificate of Highway Mileage. The motion carried unanimously.
SCHEDULED MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
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Town Office Committee: Doris Knechtel was present to update the Board. She noted that the Town
Office Committee had discussed painting the town office inside and out. They received a confidential
detailed quote to use as a guide to send out a Request For Proposals for. Discussion ensued. The Board
asked the Town Office Committee to put together an RFP for the Board to review and send out.
Doris handed out information regarding cleaning the window quilts. She noted that she’d received a
quote for $6,000 for replacing the window quilts and $600 for cleaning the existing window quilts. A
motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded by Gary Delius to approve the $600 expenditure for
cleaning the window quilts, pending Shannon finding the money in the budget. The motion carried
unanimously.
UNSCHEDULED MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
There were no unscheduled members of the public.
NEW BUSINESS
March 6, 2017 Meeting: A motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded by Gary Delius to hold
the meeting as scheduled. The motion passed with three in favor and Todd Lawley opposed.
OLD BUSINESS
Adopt Town Plan Amendment: As a duly warned hearing was held and no comments or changes were
presented, a motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion Dowling to adopt the town
plan amendment. The motion carried with three in favor and Gary Delius abstaining.
Audit After Elections: Shannon reported that she’d talked to the auditors and they can audit the
Treasurer’s office for a cost of $1,800 to $2,200. They did not recommend auditing the Town Clerk’s
office. Discussion ensued. A motion was made by Gary Delius to audit the Treasurer’s office for elections.
The motion was seconded by Marion Dowling. Gary clarified that the audit isn’t being conducted
because anything is suspect; it’s just good government. The motion carried unanimously.
WSWMD Solar Net Metering Program: The Board reviewed Attorney Carroll’s comments and
recommended changes. A motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick to
send the attorney’s document to Jesse Stowell, for incorporation into the final agreement. The motion
carried unanimously.
Green Lantern Solar Contract: The Board reviewed Attorney Carroll’s comments and recommended
changes. As Ralph was present, Shannon gave him a copy of the recommendations. Todd shared Carol’s
concern that Newfane residents have first rights on the community solar project, then open it up to
others. A motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick to send the attorney’s
document to Green Lantern, for incorporation into the final agreement, along with the addition of
Newfane residents having first rights to the solar. Discussion ensued regarding bidding policy. Shannon
suggested posting the terms of the lease in all public posting places. The motion carried with three in
favor and Gary Delius abstaining.
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Town Clerk’s Itemized Cost List: Shannon handed out the itemized cost list of the Town Clerk’s personal
furniture. After a brief discussion, a motion was made by Mike Fitzpatrick and seconded by Marion
Dowling to ask the incoming town clerk what she will need for office equipment and furniture and to
purchase the necessary items. The motion carried unanimously.
CORRESPONDENCE
The following correspondence was received:
– VLCT News
– VLCT Selectboard Institute flyer
– EAP Newsletter
– Letter from VTrans Regarding Arch Bridge Delay: A motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded
by Mike Fitzpatrick to send letters of disapproval to State and Federal legislators, highlighting the
importance of getting the bridge done on time. The motion carried unanimously.
PAY ORDERS
A motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick to approve the pay orders as
follows:


Accounts Payable Order No. 17020 in the amount of $41,365.25



Payroll Order No. 02/15/17 in the amount of $6,484.81

The motion carried unanimously.
ADJOURN
A motion was made by Marion Dowling and seconded by Mike Fitzpatrick to adjourn at 7:13 p.m.. The
motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,
Shannon Meckle
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On Friday, October 21
The Newfane Planning Commission invites you to join
us for a walk through Newfane’s three village centers
in South Newfane, Williamsville, and Newfane – for
community input about Village Center Designation.

Join us for

A Walk
through
Newfane’s
Three
Villages...

Village Center (VC) Designation is a dynamic state
program that supports local efforts to revitalize
Vermont’s traditional village centers. VC Designation
is non-regulatory. It is not about zoning or creating
historic districts. And it doesn’t cost the Town anything!
The Planning Commission wants to hear your thoughts
and ideas about including Village Center Designation
in our Town Plan. Please join us for some or all of the
day’s events.
Schedule for Friday, Oct 21
2 pm Meet at South Newfane Schoolhouse
3 pm Meet at Williamsville Hall
4 pm Meet at Union Hall in Newfane
6 pm at Union Hall – Presentation by Richard
Amore from Vermont Dept of Commerce and
Community Development, who will answer
questions and show examples of this program
at work in towns and villages around the state.

Hosted by the Newfane Planning Commission:
Lynn Forrest, Chair, Bob McCandless, Secretary,
Mike Young, and Angela Sanborn

All Welcome!
Refreshments will be provided at all three locations.

