
Town of Newfane Board of Abatement 
Minutes 

May 15, 2019 
Newfane Town Office 

 
Attending:  Carol Hesselbach, Priscilla Cotton, Shelley Huber, Evelyn Sirois, Melissa 
Brown, Doris Knechtel, Michael Fitzpatrick, Sandra Dadik, Angela Sanborn, Chris 
Williams, Gloria Cristelli, and Abby Dillon 
 
The hearing was called to order at 6:00 PM by the Chair, Priscilla Cotton, 
. 
 
1.   Abatement Request by Dennis Waring. 

 
Doris Knechtel explained that there was a fire at the property at 73 Adams Hill Road 
on March 13.  Dennis waring sent a letter requesting abatement.  He said the house is 
no longer inhabitable.  The Listers went up and determined that the house is not 
completely destroyed and determined that value of the house was reduced by 40%.   
She calculated the abatement amount is $193.76.  Discussion regarding reducing just 
the value of the house and only for the time after the fire. 
 
Carol Hesselbach made a motion that we accept the Listers’ calculations and abate the   
taxes in the amount of $193.76.  Seconded by Evelyn Sirois.  Discussion of which year 
taxes the abatement applied to.  Discussion by Mike Fitzpatrick and Chris Williams as 
to whether the value of the house should be less than what the Listers’ calculated. 
 
Gloria Cristelli moved to amend the motion to add “as well as penalty and interest”. 
Seconded by Shelley Huber. 
Vote on amendment. Amendment passed unanimously. 
Vote on original motion as amended.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

2. Abatement Request by Delinquent Tax Collector for uncollectible taxes, penalty 
and interest on trailers at Kenolie Campground in the amount of $4,886.24 for tax 
years 2012-2017. 

 
Discussion: Melissa indicated that these are all campers and all of them the owners 
are gone, most trailers gone.   It is not possible to get them to pay these taxes.   
Discussion by Mike Fitzpatrick that we should not be taxing the trailers.  Doris 
explained the law and that the Listers are looking into not taxing them. Discussion 
by everyone about finding a solution to this recurring problem, about not taxing the 
travel trailers. Discussion that it is not worth trying to use tax sale as most are gone 



and some cannot be moved.  Cost would be more than we could get for them 
anyway.   
  
Carol made a motion to abate real estate taxes in the amount of $4,886.24.   Doris 
pointed out that the amount includes interest and penalty.  Carol rephrased her 
motion to abate the amount the amount of $4,886.24 which includes real estate 
taxes, interest and penalties as requested by the Delinquent Tax Collector.   
Seconded by Doris.  Vote taken.  Motion approved unanimously. 
 
Priscilla asked if there was anything else to be discussed.  She reminded everyone 
about the election that is coming up on June 11 and that Carol needs volunteers to 
man the polls.  Discussion about finding out how to change where we have elections 
when it is possible. 
 
Doris made a motion to adjourn.  Angela seconded it. 
Motion passed. 
Meeting adjourned at 6:30. 

 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
Carol Hesselbach 
Town Clerk/Board of Abatement recorder 
 
 
 


