
available for free in business 
offices,  waiting rooms, stores 
and restaurants. For three dec-
ades, Newfane’s own Ruth 
Schreyer was by far the most 
prolific and dedicated town 
correspondent for The  Reform-
er’s “local towns” section. Her 
coverage of school, church, 
club, town and other events 
provided not only well-written 
reports but was often accompa-
nied with snapshots. Perhaps 
the keenly felt “something 
missing” was the sense of 
wholeness and  belonging 
which community participants 
receive and give through shared 
stories.  
 So here we are beginning 
again to nurture this sense of 
community, never really lost 
but  still in-process, still be-
coming an ever-adapting com-
munity in an ever-changing 
world, and still a good place to 
live.  
 If you value this latest at-
tempt to connect with our com-
munity, you can keep it hap-
pening by donating time, con-
tent, or money. 
 The cost to print and mail 
this first issue to all residential 
and commercial post-
al customers was over $1,000. 
Newfane Anew Citizens Vol-
unteer Association kindly  paid 
for this first issue. Thank you, 
Newfane Anew!  
 To continue to produce an 
issue every three months, the 
cost will be the same (or will 
increase if there is more news 

 The idea to create a newslet-
ter for our community was in-
spired by other town newsletters 
currently being published in 
Dummerston, Wardsboro, 
Townshend, and Guilford.  
There had been an impetus in 
2003 for creating a Brookline/
Newfane community newslet-
ter; it came from an awareness 
of something missing. Priscilla 
Cotton,  who was on the New-
fane Selectboard at the time, 
enlisted a small group of volun-
teer  residents from Newfane 
and Brookline to create and 
print a quarterly community 
newsletter mailed to all postal 
customers in the two towns. The 
2003 newsletter was called 
“The Bewildered Butterfly.” 
Two issues were  created and 
circulated as planned; the but-
terfly flew for six months.  
 Predating the existence of 
the United States of America, 
predating the existence of 
the  Republic of Vermont, pre-
dating the existence of Wind-
ham County, the commu-
nal  interdependence of Brook-
line and Newfane has always 
been apparent. When 
the  Wantastiquet first became 
known as the West River and 
the land along and above either 
of its banks was being chartered 
under the jurisdiction of distant 
territorial governors in New 
York and New Hampshire, the 
settlers depended on them-
selves, their family members 
and the reciprocity of their near-
est neighbors for informa-

tive  communication and es-
sential humanitarian collabo-
ration. That human relation-
ship endures.  
 There are connections be-
tween Brookline and Newfane 
which even suggest they 
are  like companion species 
benefitting each other symbioti-
cally in a natural ecosystem. 
The  Newfane U.S. Post Office 
initiated rural delivery service 
to Brookline at its very  begin-
ning. Just a generation ago, 
residents of the two towns 
worked together to  establish 
the NewBrook Fire Depart-
ment, providing much more 
than just fire-fighting ser-
vices  throughout the area; and 
the old South Newfane Wil-
liamsville Fire Department is 
now  Station 2 of NewBrook. 
The Brookline and Newfane 
Elementary Schools have 
merged  forming Newbrook 
Elementary.   
 Looking back, perhaps the 
sense of “something missing” 
in 2003 had been caused 
by  drastic changes in the 
lifestyle of the community. Is 
there something missing today 
that  might yet be remedied by 
this new attempt to connect all 
who are, at heart,  New-
brookers? Before TV and the 
internet became the principle 
providers of news,  many 
Newfane and Brookline resi-
dents subscribed to The Brat-
tleboro Reformer. 
   The Reformer was widely 
shared, read by everyone, 

WHAT IS THIS NEWSLETTER? 
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to include). The printing and 
postage are the only, but sub-
stantial, costs. All the reporting, 
photography, editing and design-
ing is being done by volunteers. 
We welcome donations of any 
size. To become a  sponsor, you 
can make a check out to New-
fane Anew Community Volun-
teer Association. Individuals can 
donate at any rate and names 
will be listed as sponsors (unless 
you  decline that acknowledg-
ment) and businesses that spon-
sor at $50 per issue (or $200  per 
year) can either have your busi-
ness name listed or submit a 
small advertisement. 
 We are so grateful to all the 
individuals and organizations that 
submitted information for  this 
first newsletter. If you have news 
you'd like included in the next 
issue  (July-Aug-Sept), please 
submit it by Friday, June 4th.  
 You can connect by e-mailing 
newbrook-
news.newsletter@gmail.com 
or  calling 365-4265 or dropping 
us a line at PO BOX 235 New-
fane, VT 05345.  
 
 
Sincerely,   
The Volunteer Editorial Board 
 
Priscilla Cotton, Jane Douglas, 
Margaret Stearns, Erica Walch  

• Community Memory Project Grows (p. 7) 

• Mystery in South Newfane Cemetery (p. 7) 

• Green Burials Approved (p. 10) 

• Newfane Town Trails (p. 11) 



 In December 2020 the 
town of Newfane joined 
the Deerfield Valley Com-
munications Union Dis-
trict (DVCUD) which was 
formed to bring reliable, 
affordable broadband ac-
cess to residents who do 
not currently have access 
to wire-based internet.   
 Newfane became the 
20th town in the broad-
band coalition, which was 
formed under an act of the 
state of Vermont, in an 
attempt to close the digital 
divide in our rural area.    

The Pandemic has made it 
apparent that internet ac-
cess is not only necessary 
for small businesses, but 
also for those working 
from home or attending 
school remotely.  If we 
are to recover our econo-
my, broadband is as es-
sential as electricity. 
 Under the corporate 
name DVFiber, a group of 
people from every town in 
the coalition is working 
hard to bring this about, 
using funding from state 
and Federal grants.  

In classic Vermont style, 
everyone associated with 
the project is an un-paid 
volunteer. 
 This project is a huge 
undertaking which will 
take years to come to frui-
tion for all the towns in 
Windham county.   
 In order for the ulti-
mate goal of internet for 
all to be realized, the 
group needs more volun-
teers, especially anyone 
with experience in the 
internet or communica-

 

WILL BROADBAND COME TO YOU?  

ate about: love for the natural 

world, drawing as foundation, 

and environmental issues.  

 “My wish is to inform the 

viewer on different topics 

affecting the ecosystem while 

evoking a visceral reaction. 

Maybe this work will evoke 

their desire to make small and 

big changes in the way they 

interact with the natural 

world. “ To that end, Nyzio 

will make resources available 

to the public as part of her 

show at the Crowell Gallery, 

which runs through April 30. 

 

                   *** 

 

 From May 1 to June 30, 

Paul Madalinski will be 

showing a selection of his 

work dating from the mid 

1970s to the present. Included 

will be paintings, drawings, 

video, prints and sculpture. 

Paul Madalinski is a Chicago-

born artist who transplanted 

his urban roots to rural Brook-

line, Vermont in 2009.  A 

graduate of the School of 

the Art Institute of Chicago 

(MFA, 1974), he is an 

NEA/Arts Midwest grant 

recipient and his work is 

owned by both public insti-

tutions and private collec-

tors.   

 His paintings and draw-

ings explore the transfor-

mation of ordinary places 

and objects to sometimes 

enigmatic visions that are 

SPRING EXHIBITS AT THE CROWELL GALLERY 

 For more than two dec-

ades Stephanie Nyzio has 

taught art in public schools. 

She has recently taken time 

off to rekindle her commit-

ment to her artistic voice. 

Some of that time was spent 

living in Costa Rica, im-

mersed in a tropical paradise 

observing and finding inspi-

ration there.  

 She describes her current 

work as a union of things 

held dear, an expression of 

things she feels most passion-
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tions industry, or familiari-
ty with grant-writing.   An-
yone interested in helping 
make a better future for our 
community can contact 
Jane Douglas, Newfane 
Representative to DVFiber 
governing board  at jdoug-
las27@gmail.com 

no longer entirely famil-

iar.  His work is inspired by 

the world outside his door, 

wherever that is which is 

then transformed by his in-

ner vision.   

 Paul primarily works 

with oil paints and with wa-

ter-based media such as gou-

ache on paper.  He also uses 

pastels, charcoal, graphite 

and sometimes printmaking 

techniques to achieve his 

vision. 

 

The Crowell Art Gallery is 

located inside the Moore 

Free Library, 23 West 

Street, Newfane, and is 

open during library hours: 

Tues/Thurs 1-5  

Weds/Fri 12-6    

Sat 10-2 

Kayapo Pride Amazon Basin 

Brasil, by Stephanie Nyzio 

The Effects of Good Govern-

ment, by Paul Madalinski 

mailto:jdouglas27@gmail.com
mailto:jdouglas27@gmail.com


New Hampshire), of 
which NewBrook Fire 
and Rescue is a member. 
(Your house number is 
in the database, so it is 
important that your num-
ber be clearly visible to 
responders, i.e. reflective 
and a minimum of 3 
inches high.) 
 A signal then goes 
out to the pagers that 
NBFD members carry 
24/7, indicating the ad-
dress and nature of the 
emergency. Personnel 
respond directly to the 
scene or to the fire sta-
tion to get the rescue 
truck rolling. Simultane-
ously a Rescue, Inc. am-
bulance equipped with 
advanced life support 
equipment is dispatched 
to the scene. 
 On scene, the patient 
is stabilized, and a deci-
sion is made whether to 
transport to Grace Cot-
tage or to Brattleboro 
Memorial Hospital. In 
the case of a life-
threatening emergency, a 
helicopter manned by a 
Dartmouth-Hitchcock 

By Gary Lavorgna, Captain, 
NewBrook Volunteer Fire & 
Rescue 
 
 What happens when 
someone calls 911 for a med-
ical emergency? We hope 
that you will never need to 
take advantage of this vital 
service; but, if so, you might 
find it helpful to understand 
the steps involved in getting a 
response .  
 Your call, be it for an ac-
cident at home, in your vehi-
cle, or another medical emer-
gency, is answered by the 
Vermont State Police dis-
patch center in Westminster, 
Vermont. After asking the 
age and gender of the patient 
and the nature of the emer-
gency, VSP signals the dis-
patch center at the Southwest 
New Hampshire Mutual Aid 
District (located in Keene, 

Advanced Rescue Team 
(DHART) is dispatched to 
Onyon Field on Route 30 
in Townshend (across from 
Kindle Farm) in order to 
fly the patient to D-H for 
further treatment. 
 NBFD responds to med-
ical calls in Newfane, 
Brookline, Williamsville, 
South Newfane, and 
Townshend. For more in-
formation, refer to the fol-
lowing websites: new-
brookfire.org, res-
cueinc.org, dartmouth-
hitchcock.org. 
 There are 55 active vol-
unteers in NBFD. In addi-
tion to firefighters and res-
cue personnel there are 
members who volunteer in 
the areas of communica-
tions, fundraising, Bingo, 
and maintenance of vehi-
cles, equipment, building, 
and grounds. 
 Rescue personnel in-
clude 2 paramedics, 3 A-
EMTs (advanced), 2 B-
EMTs (basic). 
 
 
 
 

NEWBROOK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT  
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January calls: 
 
1 Fire (car) 
18 Medical 
2 MVA with injuries 
8 MVA without injuries 
5 Service calls 
7 Power lines down 
 

 
February calls: 
 
2 Fire (mutual aid to 
Townshend and Ath-
ens) 
9 Medical 
1 MVA with injuries 
2 MVA without injuries 
1 Service call 
2 Cover assignments 
(mutual aid to East Do-
ver and Dummerston) 
 
 
MVA: Motor Vehicle 
Accident 
 
Service Call: water in 
basement, lifeline acti-
vation, falls, etc. 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF WINDHAM COUNTY 

 Admission is free to both mu-

seums.  See the Historical Society 

of Windham County's website for 

the latest news 

andevents:  historicalsocietyofwin

dhamcounty.org or call 365-4148 

 Hours for both museums are 

Noon to 5:00 PM on Saturdays 

and Sundays through Sunday, Oc-

tober 10.   

 The Historical Society is also 

open Wednesdays, from Noon to 

4:00 PM May-October.  

 The Historical Society of 

Windham County Museum 

(Rte 30 in Newfane Village) 

and the West River Railroad 

Museum (Cemetery Hill 

Road) will reopen for the sea-

son on Saturday, May 29th 

(Memorial Day Weekend).   

http://www.historicalsocietyofwindhamcounty.org/
http://www.historicalsocietyofwindhamcounty.org/


 April is National Poetry 
Month and the library will 
host an outdoor poetry tree. 
People can write their fa-
vorite poem (original or 
authored by another) on a 
piece of paper and tie it to 
one of the lovely maple 
trees outside the library. 
Paper and ribbons will be 
available inside the library 
or patrons may bring their 
own.  
 Starting in May, out-
door programming is ex-
pected to resume at the li-
brary for youth and adults. 
The library is awaiting final 
confirmation from the state 
about outdoor gatherings.  

 Summer Reading will 
begin in June and will fea-
ture outdoor events and 
prizes for kids. 
 The outdoor StoryWalk 
returns in May. This fea-
tures laminated pages of a 
children’s picture book 
spaced out and attached to 
supports constructed and 
donated by WW Building 
Supplies. The story chang-
es monthly. 
 The library is also par-
ticipating in the Windham 
County Inter-Library De-
bate Club. Teams from var-
ious libraries in the county 
will meet to learn how to 

have a respectful and civil 
disagreement about a varie-
ty of topics. New  members 
can join any time.  
 The Moore Free Library 
has lots of non-traditional 
items to lend to the public. 
Snowshoes (keep in mind 
for next year), metal detec-
tors, musical instruments, 
tangram kits, Chromebook 
computers, and nature dis-
covery kits.  
 The library also has 
about 2,200 DVDs, not to 
mention more than 13,000 
books. There’s bound to be 
something to entertain, ed-
ucate, or edify everyone.  

 

MOORE FREE LIBRARY EVENTS 

 In addition, the volun-
teer committee, with ex-
pert help from Paula 
Sagerman, has applied to 
the Vermont Division of 
Historic Preservation to 
place the Meetinghouse on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places.  Their re-
sponse is due in 

June.  Brookline's other 
notable historic landmark, 
the Round Schoolhouse, 
was added to the National 
Register in 1977. 
 Finally, inside the 
building's wooden addition 
a new propane heater has 
been installed that will po-
tentially open up the meet-
ing room, kitchen and 

BROOKLINE MEETING HOUSE  

 The Brookline Meet-
inghouse, located at 632 
Grassy Brook Road and 
known locally as the His-
toric Brookline Church, 
has been owned by the 
Town of Brookline since 
2014. A committee of 
volunteers interested in 
historic preservation and 
community development, 
appointed by the Select-
board, oversees fundrais-
ing and improvements to 
the building to promote 
and develop the site for 
future cultural events and 
social gatherings.  
 In the Spring of 2021, 
the public can expect to 
see a new sign in front of 
the building to correctly 
identify it as "The Brook-
line Meetinghouse", a 
name change the town 
approved in 2016 to more 
accurately reflect the sec-
ular function of the build-
ing.  
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Curbside delivery is al-
ways available and books 
can be left on the porch 
outside of the library’s 
open hours.  
 Membership is free for 
all residents of Newfane, 
South Newfane, Williams-
ville and Brookline. Come 
to the library in person or 
join over the phone.  
 For more information 
about any library events, 
including the Crowell Art 
Gallery, please contact the 
library at 365-7948 or visit  
online moorefreeli-
brary.org 

bathroom to at least three 
season use once a few 
other upgrades are com-
pleted.  
 The Brookline Meet-
inghouse improvements 
are funded by individual 
donations, voter approved 
appropriations and public 
and private grant founda-
tions focused on preserv-
ing our heritage.  
 Open houses will take 
place the first weekend of 
each month during the 
warm summer and fall 
months once Covid 
restrictions allow.  For 
more information contact 
the Town of Brookline or 
visit 
www.brooklinevt.com 
 
Article and photo submit-
ted by Lee Anne Parker.  



UNION HALL RENOVATIONS 

 Have you ever struggled 

to hear your neighbors or 

elected officials at Town 

Meeting in Union Hall?  

 You weren’t alone! The 

acoustics in Union Hall have 

made it hard to hear. Last 

summer, the Incorporated 

Village of Newfane voted to 

allot Village funds for 

acoustic panels at Union 

Hall.  Additional support for 

the installation cost was pro-

vided by Newfane 

Anew. The installation, 

now complete, greatly im-

proves the sound quality at 

Union Hall.   

  Union Hall can be rent-

ed for public or private 

events. For more infor-

mation, contact Denise 

Kiss at den-

isekiss@gmail.com  

BROOKLINE 

72 ballots were cast at the 

March 1 election (held in 

place of regular town meet-

ing, due to COVID). Elected 

were: 

Town Moderator: David Y. 

Parker, Jr. 

Town Clerk: Guy Tanza 

Town Treasurer: Michael 

Masters 

Delinquent Tax Collector: 

Guy Tanza 

Selectboard Member (3 

year term): Gwen Tanza 

Selectoard Member (2 year 

Term): Dorothy Maggio 

Selectboard Member (1 year 

term): Shelby Brimmer 

Cemetery Commissioner (5 

year term): Howard E. Osgood 

Trustee of Public Funds: Guy 

Tanza 

Town Grand Juror: David Y. 

Parker, Jr. 

 

Three lister positions were un-

filled. 

 

All other articles passed. 

 

NEWFANE 

220 ballots were cast for the 

Australian ballot. Elected were: 

Town Moderator: Deborah 

Lee Luskin 

Town Clerk: Carol Hesselbach 

Town Treasurer: Melissa 

Brown 

Selectboard Member (3 year 

Term): Angela Litchfield 

Sanborn 

Selectboard Member (1 year 

term): Ann Golob 

Selectboard Member (1 year 

term): Katy Johnson-Aplin 

Our Lady of Mercy and the 

West River Missions Roman 

Catholic has churches in Putney, 

Townshend and Stratton, and 

offers Mass Saturdays at 4:00 

PM in Putney and Sundays at 

10:30 AM in Townshend. Easter 

Mass Schedule in Townshend: 

April 1, Holy Thursday 6PM 
April 2, Good Friday 6PM 
April 3, Holy Saturday 6PM. 
April 4,Easter Sunday 10:30AM 

 Call 802-387-5861 for more 

information 

Brattleboro Area Jewish 

Community offers services 

three Saturdays per month at 

10:00 AM and a musical ser-

vice the last Friday of the 

month at 7:00 PM  Call 

BAJC at 802-257-1959 for 

more information. 

Newfane Congregational 

Church has online-only ser-

vices Sundays at 10:00 AM 

Call 365-4079 for details. 

TOWN MEETING RESULTS & VACANT POSITIONS 

RELIGION NOTES 

ogies on the fly. This fall, the 

West River board opted for 

member schools to remain 

remote. Contractors worked to 

supplement the air systems in 

the school.  

 On October 26, 80% of 

NewBrook families opted to 

send their children for in-

person instruction four days a 

week, Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday and Friday, while the 

remaining families chose 

School Supported Home Study 

(SSHS). For those families, teach-

ers  

either post lessons online and/or 

provide packets of hard copies of 

learning material for the at-home 

students. SSHS students meet with 

their teachers online each Wednes-

day morning.  

 The last day of classes for this 

school year is June 15. 

NEWBROOK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 NewBrook Elementary 

school is one of three elementary 

schools in the newly-formed 

West River Education District. 

Prior to the pandemic, the school 

had about 100 students in kinder-

garten through fifth grade, with 

one classroom for each grade. 

Class sizes range from 15-18.  

 During the lockdown last 

Spring, the school moved to dis-

tance learning, and staff, students 

and parents learned new technol-
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Delinquent Tax Collector: 

Melissa Brown 

Lister (1 year remainder of 3 

year term): Doris Knetchel 

West River Unified District 

School Director: Lindsey Ber-

tram 

The following positions are un-

filled: 

• Lister (3 year term) 

• Town Agent 

• Town Constable 

 

All other articles passed 

mailto:denisekiss@gmail.com
mailto:denisekiss@gmail.com


 The Newfane Market has 
been purchased by David Hull 
and Apple Gifford of New-
fane. The business will close 
for a short time to revamp and 
is expected to open again 
around May 1 as The Newfane 
Store.  
 The new iteration of the 
store will sell everyday staples 
and dry goods, and will con-
tinue to be a game station. 
They will also sell tobacco, 
beer, and wine, but are not 
planning to continue lotto 
sales.  
 Some changes will be an 
expanded menu of prepared 
foods (including some grab 
and go items like sandwiches) 
and regular and specialty cof-
fees (hot and cold).  
 The new foods will be 
prepared in-house with an 

enlarged staff of cooks and 
counter people working at 
the store.  
 David Hull worked in a 
deli in CT many years ago, 
as well as stints in restau-
rants, teaching, and running 

a farm, and when the oppor-
tunity arose to purchase the 
store, he decided the time 
was right. He says he loves 
“the history of the store and 
is honored to now be part of 
that history.” 

NEWFANE MARKET CHANGES HANDS 
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 During the two months or 
so that the store is closed, Hull 
will be refreshing the interior 
and exterior, re-arranging some 
shelving, training new staff, 
and finalizing the menu and 
hours. 
 Hull’s wife, Apple Gifford, 
will help out in the summers 
(she teaches school the rest of 
the year), and daughters Zinnia 
and Lucy already have plans to 
become barristas and assistant 
managers. 
 The family plans to open 
the store seven days a week and 
hopes to create a place where 
locals and visitors alike will 
feel welcome to either sit a 
spell or pick up a quick item on 
their way home. 
 The store will continue to 
have a bulletin board and offer 
indoor and outdoor seating.  
 

MANITOU 

PROJECT 
 The Manitou Project 
seeks to foster community 
with nature through experien-
tial education and mindful 
land conservation, Manitou 
is on 224 acres of conserved 
woodlands with 9 miles of 
trails for nature exploration 
and wilderness immer-
sion, To reach Manitou, drive 
1.4 miles up Sunset Lake 
Road from the Arch Bridge in 
Williamsville. 
 Manitou offers summer 
nature camp for children and 
adult programs. Their 
“Healing Walks', each 2nd and 
4th Friday of the month will 
start after mud season. They 
also host seasonal honoring 
of Solstice and Equinox; and 
concerts-in-the-woods / 
sound healing with excep-
tional musical artists.   
 For more information, 
visit their web site 
at www.manitouproject.org o
r email Mike Mayer at 
mmayer92@gmail.com or 
call (802) 257-1832 

 The Green Mountain Con-

servancy (GMC) is a group 

dedicated to acquiring 

(through purchase or dona-

tion) and conserving wildlands 

in Southern Vermont. The 

Deer Run Nature Preserve is a 

913 acre contiguous wildland 

owned by the GMC. The 

group is developing trails in 

the property, which will allow 

hikers to experience areas 

such as a stand of shagbark 

hickory trees, stunning views 

from the ridgeline, a variety of 

rare plant life and possibly to 

peak at some of the forest resi-

dents, such as beaver, porcupine, 

deer, bear  and over 70 varieties of 

birdlife. The trails are being 

forged with deep consideration of 

the environment, to offer the least 

amount of disturbance as possible.  

 The Green Mountain Conserv-

ancy is committed to its mission 

of ensuring that the lands in their 

care maintain their natural charac-

ter and continued biodiversi-

ty.   Conservation of wildlife cor-

ridors and watersheds are a high 

priority as is carbon sequestration. 

DEER RUN NATURE PRESERVE 

WILL CREATE TRAILS 

 Over time GMC will under-

take related initiatives that edu-

cate people in the understanding, 

appreciation and stewardship of 

these lands, protect their aesthet-

ic and inspirational values and 

improve the quality of life for 

residents and visitors to southern 

Vermont. 

 Over the summer local youth 

will be working at Deer Run 

Nature Preserve to remove inva-

sive glossy buckthorn from a 10 

acre wetland. The youth will 

learn critical work skills, be in-

troduced to an iconic wilderness 

setting, recognize that they can 

protect the environment and 

promote resilience against cli-

mate change and understand that, 

with their peers, they will be the 

stewards of this preserve into the 

future.  

 For more information, email 

info@greenmountainconservancy.org or 

call (802) 257-0012  

Apple Gifford and David Hull in 
front of The Newfane Store 

http://www.manitouproject.org
mailto:mmayer92@gmail.com


 Anyone who wants to listen to 

the audio recordings can do so 

from the library website. People 

are also welcome to come into 

the library to listen to these mem-

ories.  

 There will be another free 

training in October for potential 

interviewers, but in the mean-

time, people can access record-

ings of the trainings and learn 

that way. 

 Anyone interested in being 

interviewed, becoming an inter-

viewer, or learning more about 

the project should visit the 

“Community Memory” portion of 

the library web site: moorefreeli-

brary.org or call the library: 365-

7948 

COMMUNITY MEMORY PROJECT GROWS 

 The Moore Free Library 

and Windham County Histori-

cal Society received one of 

seven national grants from the 

Institute of Museum and Li-

brary Sciences (IMLS) to cre-

ate a permanent digital archive 

of local oral histories.  

 A small team of communi-

ty members received training 

from the Vermont Folklife 

Center in interviewing and 

recording people’s memories. 

This team has adapted to so-

cial distancing restrictions and 

can conduct remote inter-

views.  

 The group has recorded 

about 30 interviews so far. 

More volunteers to conduct, 

record, edit and upload inter-

views would help!  

Some of the interviewees so far: 

• Calvin Powling 

• Toni Powling 

• Alice & Castle Freeman 

• Fred Homer 

• Lil Slover 

• Larry Robinson 

• Mary Robinson Laitres 
• Stephan Morse 

• Dan DeWalt 

• Winne Dolan 

• Alice Ryan 

• Gillian “Jill” Winner 

• Alice Ryan 

• David Y. Parker 

• Cynthia Nau 

• Louise Sirois 

• Dave Spikol 

• Joan Spikol 

• Bahman Mahdavi 

By Jane Douglas 
 
 The South Newfane 
Cemetery is located about a 
mile down the Auger Hole 
Road, just after Olallie Day 
Lilly Farm and just before 
the Marlboro town line.  It’s 
up the hill from the road and 
behind a row of trees, so you 
probably won’t see it unless 
you know it’s there.   
 That’s just the first mys-
terious thing I discovered 
about the cemetery, the way 
it’s hidden.  I’ve been a trus-
tee since the death of long-
time trustee and sexton Hen-
ry Turner, who was my 
neighbor.   
 The cemetery was origi-
nally put in behind the 
church on what was then 
known as the Marlboro 

Branch Road around 1800.  In 
the 1820’s, the church moved 
down the road to its present 
location in Pondville, now 
known as South Newfane, 
leaving the cemetery behind.   
 The driveway heads up 
the hill past a vault with a 
great iron door.   The trustees 
checked the vault last year, no 
bodies in it, so no mystery 
there.  At the crest of the 
driveway stands a lone 
stone.  Justus Augur, it 
says.  Died September 18, 
1843, aged 101 years and 1 
month.  “He fought valiantly 
for his Country during the 
revolution” is engraved on the 
stone. 
 Being a history buff, I 
tried to find out more.  He 
was obviously a respected 

member of the community, 
having the place of honor on 
the knoll.  Was the road named 
after him, since it’s spelled 
Augur Hole Road on the Marl-
boro end, or was it the shape of 
the road, like an old-fashioned 
auger, and it was just mis-
spelled on the Newfane end? 
 Google searches found dif-
fering birth dates for Justus, 
some said Oct. 7, 1751 in Had-
dam, Conn., some said Aug 18, 
1742, which is the date 101 
years and 1 month before his 
death date.  Which one is 
right?  No good answer found. 
 I found records of two mar-
riages, first to Rhoda Allen in 
Conn. in May 1773, and a sec-
ond marriage to Abigail Spen-
cer in 1785, after the death of 

MYSTERY IN SOUTH NEWFANE CEMETERY  
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his first wife.  Three chil-
dren, Allen, David, and 
Josiah.  But the cemetery 
contains no other Augurs, 
so no idea where the family 
went. 
 Did he make up his birth 
date, to make his age im-
pressive?  Or was it just 
failing memory?  Did he 
outlive all his family, so no 
one could contest it?  There 
is a Sally Allen buried in 
the row behind him.  Per-
haps she was a relative of 
his first wife?   
 I love mysteries, and I’d 
love to know if there’s 
more to the story of Justus 
Augur.  



By Cris White 
 
 Do you swim, kayak, fish, 
hike the river banks or just 
enjoy a quiet moment at the 
edge of the river?  
If so, you have benefited from 
the work of the Southeastern 
Vermont Watershed Alliance. 
And you may never have heard 
of us and our work.  
 During the summer 
months, volunteers traipse 
down banks, through brush, 
over rocks and into the river to 
collect samples of the water. 
Various parameters are are 
studied. The one most people 
are interested in is the ecoli 
test. They want to know 
whether or not their swimming 

hole is clean and safe for 
swimming. In Newfane we 
sample at the Brookline bridge 
(is the water clean coming into 
town) and at the Dummerston 
covered bridge (is the water 
clean going out of town). We 
also sample on the Rock River 
at Indian Love Call, this is 
important because of the num-
ber of swimming holes be-
tween the West River and the 
arched bridge.  
 Results of the sampling can 
be found on the Connecticut 
River Conservancy web page 
and on SeVWA’s face book 
page as well as at various post-
ed locations in the town. 
 We are an all volunteer and 
all donation funded group. We 

work with the Agency of 
Natural Resources if any 
problems are identified. We 
are assisted in the organizing 
of the volunteer army by the 
Connecticut River Conserv-
ancy. We participate in the 
annual Source to Sea clean 
up of river banks after sum-
mer season is over. We are 
concerned with river erosion 
and the proliferation of inva-
sive plants such as Japanese 
Knotweed which over run 
the river banks and hinder 
the normal flow. We have 
provided the State of Ver-
mont with the longest histor-
ical data of any group in the 
state. 

South Newfane Schoolhouse decorated with snowflakes, Winter 

2020. Photo submitted by Maia Segura 

SE VT WATERSHED CARES ABOUT WATER  
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 I like to say that we are 
one of the few groups whose 
work benefits everyone 
through healthy recreation, 
problem identification, eco-
nomic stimulation and quality 
of life.   
 For more information, to 
volunteer or to donate: email 
Cris White, Pres. Southeastern 
Vermont Watershed Alliance. 
crisw57@hotmail.com or 
(941) 474-9105 
 

RESTORATIVE JUSTICE  

NAME CHANGE 

By Dan DeWalt 
 Restorative Community 
Justice of Southern Vermont 
is changing its name. reflect-
ing the new world of zoom 
meetings and expanded ca-
pacity, RCJSVT will soon be 
known as Restorative Com-
munity Practice of Vermont. 
(RCPVT). 
 RCPVT is currently or-
ganizing community circles 
where folks in towns get a 
chance to learn about each 
other's concerns, passions 
and thoughts in a fashion 
that embraces everyone's 
individual opinions and 
where everyone is free to 
express their personal truths 
in safety. These circles will 
continue and, once we have 
established a core of folks 
who have built some trust 
with each other, we will 
broach difficult topics that 
can sometimes drive com-
munity members apart. 
 We will be conducting 
forums where folks can dis-
cuss their political differ-
ences, questions of racism, 

inequality, government 
priorities, or any other 
topic that usually engen-
ders argument. 
 RCPVT's facilitated 
circles will allow New-
fane and other town's 
residents to discuss these 
topics without resorting 
to rancor or verbal at-
tacks, promoting greater 
understanding and toler-
ance for opposing view-
points. 
 RCPVT has also em-
barked on a schedule of 
intensive conflict resolu-
tion circle conference 
trainings. We are halfway 
through our first six week 
series and the second one 
will start on April 1. 
 As always, RCPVT 
offers free restorative 
practice conflict resolu-
tion to folks in need. We 

can be contacted 
at RCJSVT@gmail.co
m  or call 348-7701 

 Used as a schoolhouse until the 1950s, The South New-
fane Schoolhouse is now a non-profit entity and can be 
rented for private, socially distanced events. The bright 
space is approximately 900 square feet, and hosts an incin-
erator toilet and heat. This winter, community members 
filled the schoolhouse with over 100 handmade snow-
flakes. 
 To book the space, contact Carol Ross at 802-380-2580 
or Maia Segura  at snschoolhouse@gmail.com  

SOUTH NEWFANE 

SCHOOLHOUSE 

mailto:crisw57@hotmail.com
mailto:RCJSVT@gmail.com
mailto:RCJSVT@gmail.com
mailto:snschoolhouse@gmail.com


 Founded in 2015, the Rock 
River Players (RRP) launched 
with a mission to keep the lively 
arts alive in the West River Val-
ley, and used the Williamsville 
as home base and home stage.  
 2020 started with plans for 
several productions of plays and 
a cabaret and rehearsals were 
underway. So many community 
members are involved in each 
RRP production—those you see 
on stage, as well as many behind 
the scenes. When in-person pro-
ductions were banned, actor/
director Bahman Mahdavi decid-
ed to adapt. He wanted to make 
sure that th many people in-
volved with RRP could still con-
nect and create art. 
 He teamed up with Hooker-
Dunham Theatre’s Artistic Di-

rector, Jon Mack to 
foster the creation of 
short, original pieces, 
written and per-
formed by communi-
ty members. Mack 
and Mahdavi then 
enlisted Austin Rice 
of Brattleboro Cable 
Television (BCTV) 
to be the videogra-
pher of the project. 
They called these 
pieces SOLOs. 
 Each episode of 
SOLOs is about 45 
minutes long and is 
composed of several 
short original pieces 

(and some from the public domain). 
The pieces are being aired on 
BCTV and on YouTube and can be 

The Town of Newfane Republi-

can Committee meets regularly.  

The group is issue-oriented and 

Constitution-driven and connects 

with other groups around the area to 

highlight and promote important 

candidates and causes. From more 

information email newfane-

gopvt@gmail.com or find the group 

on Facebook 

ROCK RIVER PLAYERS ADAPTS TO COVID 

NEWFANE  GOP 

COMMITTEE 
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viewed by visiting the 
RRP web site.  
 Says Mahdavi, 
“Seeing what individual 
performers have chosen to 
present and working with 
them and with Austin and 
Jon to make it happen has 
been a life-giving force in 
a dark time. It’s really 
been an honor and a pleas-
ure.”  
 To get involved with 
the RRP—either in the 
taped series or, eventually, 
live, visit the website 
rockriverplayers.org or 
email Artistic Director 
Annie Landenberer at 
verbatimvt@gmail.com or 
call 348-7156 

Cast and crew of RRP 2015 

production of “Our Town” photo 

by Dale Stevens 

By Julie Lavorgna 
 
 During the pandemic, read-
ing has helped to keep me 
sane. Two of my favorite cate-
gories are travel writing and 
crime fiction. What better way 
to combine these two passions 
than to follow the cases of de-
tectives from around the 
world.  
 In Paris, following in the 
footsteps of Georges Sime-
non’s iconic Inspector Jules 
Maigret, in a series by Fred 
Vargas (pseudonym of a distin-
guished woman historian and 
archeologist) is Commissaire 
Jean-Baptiste Adamsberg, 
head of the Serious Crime 
Squad. The series appeals not 
only because of the unconven-
tional solving style of Adams-
berg, but also because of the 
endearing portrait Vargas 
paints of his eccentric team 
members. 
 Vish Puri, the private in-
vestigator in Tarquin Hall’s 
delightful series set in northern 

India, is a dapper Punjabi Her-
cule Poirot. Unlike Poirot, 
however, he employs a vast 
network of colorful assistants 
whom Hall portrays with af-
fection and forbearance. Hall 
lived in Delhi for several 
years, so the books are saturat-
ed with local color and an inti-
mate knowledge of this fasci-
nating part of the world. 
 Dr. Siri Paiboon is the na-
tional coroner of Laos in Colin 
Cotterill’s series set in 1975 
when the Pathet Lao Com-
munist Party has taken over 
the country.  He was hoping to 
keep a low profile in the new 
regime but has been called 
back into service. Now—with 
the help of his wife, Madame 
Haeng, owner of the most 
popular noodle shop in the 
city, his loyal medical staff, 
and a disgruntled friend in the 
government—he must find a 
way to uphold his ideals and 
methods without coming afoul 
of the party bosses.  
 Botswana is the setting of 
Alexander McCall Smith’s 

series, The No. 1 Ladies 
Detective Agency. Lesser 
known but equally engross-
ing albeit more blood-
soaked are the books by 
Michael Stanley featuring 
Assistant Superintendent 
David Bengu of the Crimi-
nal Investigation Depart-
ment. His nickname, Kubu, 
Setswana for hippopotamus, 
befits this large, seemingly 
gentle man who can become 
dangerous when rooting out 
criminals and injustice. 
 To fully appreciate how 
the characters develop, I 
recommend reading each of 
these series in order of pub-
lication, So…start with 
these titles, all available at 
the Moore Free Library. 
Vargas, The Chalk Circle 
Man. Hall, The Case of the 
Missing Servant. Cotterill, 
The Coroner’s Lunch. Stan-
ley, A Carrion Death.  
 

TRAVEL THE WORLD FROM YOUR ARMCHAIR CROWELL     

SCHOLARSHIP 

 The family of the late Robert 

L. Crowell is offering $12,000 in 

scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors and GED recipi-

ents residing in Brookline, New-

fane, South Newfane or Wil-

liamsville and entering their first 

year of college, community col-

lege, trade or vocational post-

secondary education in the Fall of 

2021.  

 Deadline to apply is May 15, 

2021. Visit the library web site 

for more information. Moore-

freelibrary.org 

mailto:newfanegopvt@gmail.com
mailto:newfanegopvt@gmail.com
mailto:verbatimvt@gmail.com


 The Newfane Selectboard 
held a public hearing on Sun-
day, February 28 to review a 
proposed amendment to the 
Town Plan for the addition of 
green burial grounds to the 
permitted uses in the Resource 
Districts. After hearing from 
persons present, the board vot-
ed to approve the change. 

GREEN BURIALS 

OKAYED IN 

NEWFANE 

weather is warm enough, and 
scheduled indoor visits may begin 
as early as April. Call Valley 
Cares at 365-4115 for the latest 
regulations.  

 Valley Cares is also accepting 
applications for new residents in 
both independent and assisted 
living facilities.  

VISITING VALLEY CARES 

 As of March, Valley Cares 
was in Phase 3 of reopening. 
This means residents of the 
Assisted Living are able to dine 
together in the dining room and 
engage in group activities en-
joying each other's company.   

 Valley Care screens resi-
dents and visitors and tests staff 
regularly. Outdoor visits are 
expected to be allowed once the 
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 Calling caregivers of children 
5 and under living in Newfane and 
Brookline! You are all invited to a 
Teddy Bear Tea! The NewBrook 
Teddy Bear Tea will be held on 
Wednesday, June 2, 2021 at 1pm 
(rain date will be 6/9/21).   

 The Tea will be held outside at 
the pavilion (located at the end of 
the soccer field on the south side 
of the school). COVID-19 safety 
guidelines will be followed, in-
cluding masks and social distanc-
ing. This event is an opportunity 

TEDDY BEAR TEA COMING IN JUNE  

for families to connect with their lo-
cal school, the community and other 
families. 

 The Teddy Bear Teas are spon-
sored by local schools and Early Edu-
cation Services (the regional Parent 
Child Center).   

 Please contact Sandy Stark at 802-
254-3742 ext. 171 
or sstark@wsesdvt.org with any ques-
tions.  

YOGA 

RETURNS 

OUTDOORS 

Village Yoga, 599 Route 30 
in Newfane, will be hosting 
outdoor classes as soon as 
COVID guidelines allow. 
They also offer online classes.  
They will be offering free 
classes on the Newfane Com-
mon throughout the summer. 
For information, email in-
fo@villageyogavt.com or call  
365-9642 

 The Rosefire Writing Circle 
offers community and support to 
writers at all stages of the writing 
process. Deborah Lee Luskin 
leads the group and provides 
prompts for timed writing exercis-
es. At the end of each timed exer-
cise, particpants read their new 
work and use a positive response 
practice that helps the group write 
more.  
 

 The Rosefire Writing Circle 
meets on Zoom on Tuesdays 
from 5:30—7:30 PM and Fri-
days from 1:00—3:00 PM.  
Attendance and payment are 
flexible, starting at $20 per 
session.   
 Visit the web site for more 
informationhttps://
www.deborahleeluskin.com/
contact 

 Are you 60 or old-
er?  Perhaps you have a 
disability that limits your 
ability to do what you used 
to do.  If so, you are eligi-
ble to let Senior Solutions 
offer you some helpful 
wellness programs, budget 
boosting benefits, nutrition 
supplements like 3Squares 
and Meals on Wheels 
(MOW),  
SHIP/Medicare insurance 
counseling and application 
advice, Medicaid Long 
Term and Short Term insur-
ance coverage, Volunteer 
Visitors who will also call 
and help you stay connect-
ed to your community, fuel 

SENIOR SOLUTIONS 

assistance, caregiver sup-
port and respite, Home 
Meds evaluations, and 
many other ways to help 
you keep more of your 
resources while we help 
you live a more comforta-
ble life as you age in place. 
 Senior Solutions does 
not charge for any of its 
services  
 Call the Senior Solu-
tions Help Line at  802-
885-2669 or 866-673-8376 
(Toll-free)  for information 
about any of their pro-
grams or any other help 
you might need. 

mailto:sstark@wsesdvt.org
mailto:info@villageyogavt.com
mailto:info@villageyogavt.com


NEWFANE TOWN TRAILS OPEN TO ALL 
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The Newfane Town Trails are 

maintained by the all-volunteer 

Conservation Commission. Com-

mission members continued to 

maintain these beautiful trails 

throughout the pandemic. Greg 

Record, Commission member 

says “I don’t think the trails have 

ever been used as much” as dur-

ing the pandemic. “Every 

time I was out clearing, I saw 

folks walking.”  

Enter from Depot Road and 

get to know your town forest. 

Brochures and maps available  

at the entrance. 



Newfane Town Office 

Open Mon - Thurs 8 -5 

555 Route 30 
PO Box 36 
Newfane, VT 05345 
Tel: (802) 365-7772 
Fax: (802) 365-7692  
www.newfanevt.com 
 
Newfane Town Garage: 348-7949 

Brookline Town Office 

Open Tues/Thurs 9-2       

First Sat of month 9-12 

734 Grassy Brook Road            
PO Box 403 
Brookline, VT 05345 
Tel. (802) 365-4648 
Fax (802) 365-4092 
www.brooklinevt.com/ 

Useful  Contact  Informat ion  

Emergency: Enhanced 9-1-1 911 

Fire: 
NewBrook Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Mutual Aid, Keene, NH 

1-603-352-1100 

Ambulance: 
Rescue,Inc. Brattleboro 
Grace Cottage Hospital, Townshend 

254-2010 
365-7676 

Police: 
Windham County Sheriff, Newfane 
EMERGENCY 
Non-Emergency 

 
365-4949 
365-4942 

Mental Health: Mental Health Services of Southern VT 1-800-622-4235 

Domestic Violence: Women’s Crisis Center, Brattleboro 254-6954 

General: United Way Helpline 211 

Runaway: Youth Services of Windham County, Brattleboro 257-0361 

Temporary Shelter: Morningside Shelter 257-0066 

West River Valley Mutual Aid Group  

Gloria Cristelli (365-7232) 
westrivervalleymutalaid.wordpress.com/ 

This is an all-volunteer group that helps 

community members with one-time needs and 

short-term needs (shopping for homebound or 

vulnerable). They also coordinate delivery of 

free meals during COVID. Contact them to 

give or receive help. 

 Submissions and arti-

cles from people, business-

es and organizations locat-

ed in and serving residents 

of Newfane and Brookline 

are welcomed. Submis-

sions from and about other 

towns that serve Newfane 

and Brookline residents 

will be considered as space 

allows.  

The newsletter’s editorial 

board reserves the right to 

edit all submissions for 

clarity and length.  

Newfane Brookline Newsletter 
Newfane Anew  

PO Box 235 

Newfane, VT 05345 

https://www.brooklinevt.com/
http://www.newbrookfire.org/
http://www.gracecottage.org/
https://westrivervalleymutualaid.wordpress.com/

