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TOWN MEETING & YOU 
The following excerpts are reprinted 
with permission by the author, Susan 
Clark. For the full text and more 
information on town meeting and 
governance in Vermont, visit the web 
site of the Vermont Institute for Gov-
ernment. 
 
 Since 1762, Town Meeting has 
been the basic system of governance 
for Vermont towns. The annual 
meetings are held in most towns in 
the state on the first Tuesday of 
March (although they may legally be 
held on any of the three preceding 
days). Fire districts, school districts, 
villages, even some cities hold meet-
ings at which voters have an oppor-
tunity to speak and be heard and vote 
on budgets and other articles affect-
ing the life of the municipality. These 
“meetings” aren’t meetings of select-
boards or other municipal bodies. 
Town Meetings are meetings of the 
voters, where binding action can be 
taken based on warned (pre-
approved) articles on the floor, usual-
ly after debate or discussion. Town 
Meeting is the one time of the year 
when voters are in charge; select-
boards and other town officials get 
their marching orders on appropria-

tions and policy. If you don’t go to 
Town Meeting, you can’t beef 
about what goes on during the rest 
of the year. Some people go to 
Town Meeting and leave in frustra-
tion. They are put off by the formal-

ity of the meeting. They don’t un-
derstand the basic rules of parlia-
mentary procedure, and may be 
embarrassed to ask how to frame a 
motion, make an amendment, or 
ask for a paper ballot vote on a 
question  
 
The Town Report 
 The town report is essential to a 
full appreciation of Town Meeting. 

You don’t have to read the whole 
thing to recognize that it doesn’t 
answer all your questions. But it 
can certainly get you organized to 
form those questions and have 
them ready to go at Town Meet-
ing time. Rolled up, it can serve 
as a great prop for railing against 

government spending. It’s also 
handy for taking notes on things. 
There are sometimes blank pages 
at the back. If you have your 
report handy, you can follow 
along when the debate gets hot. 
Don’t wait until Town Meeting to 
read your report, but having it 
with you during boring portions 
of the meeting may actually pro-
vide some entertainment. Most 

importantly, the report gives you a 
reference tool for finding answers 
from town officials. Asking what 
something means, calling out a 
number that seems excessive or 
too conservative, you can cite 
authority if you have your report 
with you at Town Meeting.  
 
More Resources Here: 
https://vtinstituteforgovt.weebly.com/ 
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As of December 2021, the 2022 town meetings were planned as follows: 

Brookline — Monday, February 28 “in the evening, preceded by a potluck dinner” 

Newfane — Tuesday, March 1 “time and location tba” 



By Erica Walch 
 
 Jen Frey, owner of Village 
Yoga on Route 30 in Newfane, 
has a new offering at the studio. 
In September, she opened a 
weekend gift shop called “Made 
& Found”. The shop sells eco-
friendly products: both new 
items, like cleaning products in 
compostable recycling, and used 
vintage items, mainly wall hang-
ings, small pieces of furniture, 
such as occasional tables, lamps, 
and arm chairs.  
 The shop also sells things 
that are somewhere in between 
new and used. These are 
“upcycled” pieces: old vinyl 
billboards that have been repur-
posed into thermal totes, old 
army tents that have been made 
into chic market bags, and old 
bicycle inner tubes that have 
been turned into light-weight, 
lacy jewelry.  
 The products at “Made & 
Found” are either produced lo-
cally by Vermont artisans or are 
sourced from makers and suppli-
ers that Jen speaks with to make 
sure that their product, brand 
values , and mission are in line 
with the shop’s ethos. Some of 
the items for sale include alpaca-

wool hats handmade by a fairly 
paid ethnic group in Peru, sham-
poo/conditioner bars (no plastic 
packaging, just add water) from a 
maker in Florida who was inspired 
to find a hypoallergenic and pack-
age free solution to shampoos , 
make your own candle kits, and 
handmade jewelry from local 
Vermont crafters. 
 In addition to keeping usable 
items from the landfill and cutting 
down on plastics, Jen’s other goal 
for the store is to expand the space 
for people in the community to 
connect.  
 She loves it when people stop 
in to say hello and look around, 
even if they don’t buy anything. 
She also loves it when people buy 
things (it is a shop, after all), and 
the stock changes regularly,  since 
many of the items are one-offs. 
Jen plans to offer fun events like 
candle-making with the kits she 
sells, and hopes to add yard art 
made from old tools to the yard in 
the summer.  
 
The shop is open Fridays and 
Saturdays from 11:00 - 4:00, and 
you can call for more info at (802) 
365-9642.  

 

NEW STORE SELLS UPCYCLED GOODS 
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GRACE COTTAGE OFFERS CHANCE TO 

GET AWAY TO THE CARRIBEAN 

By C.J. King, Grace Cottage 
Grant Writer 
 
 Grace Cottage’s Cabin 
Fever Online Auction offers 
several products and services 
to bid on, including a seven-
day trip to the Carribean. With 
a wide selection to choose 
from, it’s a great source to buy 
something practical, delec-
table, delightful, or inspiration-
al.  
 Bidding takes place Feb. 
14-23, 2022 and is an online 
auction. Each year, Grace Cot-
tage Family Health & Hospi-
tal’s Cabin Fever Auction in-
cludes exotic vacations, Ver-

mont foods, local gift certifi-
cates, handcrafted items, jewelry, 
and art. Generous local business-
es and individuals donate this 
awesome array of items. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Grace Cottage 
Patient Care Fund. 
 
To learn more, see items, and 
register to bid, visit 
https://www.32auctions.com/
CabinFeverAuction2022 

Kindly Reminders from  

the Town of Newfane 
 

All dogs residing in Newfane must be licensed. Dog 

licenses available in Town Hall starting January 3rd 

 

$10 for spayed or neutered dogs 

$15 for non-spayed/non-neutered  

 

Bring a current rabies certificate 

(unless town clerk already has it on 

file). Penalty applies for any dog 

not licensed by April 1.  

 

Please don’t plow, shovel or blow your 

snow into 

the road!  

 

Thank you, 

from the 

road crew 



By Dan Towler (a volunteer driv-
er) 
 
 If you are over 60 and/or disa-
bled or homebound and could use 
a hot meal delivered to  your door 
several times a week, there is a 
program you should know about. 
It's administered  by Senior Solu-
tions and it’s called “Meals on 
Wheels.”  
 In our area, meals until recent-
ly have been prepared by the 

kitchen staff at Valley  Cares in 
Townshend. Beginning in Octo-
ber, the Dam Diner took over the 
routes in Townshend, Newfane, 
Brookline, Athens, and Grafton. 
 Stephanie Schryba and Rod-
ney Rawson have operated The 
Dam Diner on Route 30 in 
Townshend for upwards of 25 
years, offering "The  Best Home-
made Food By A Dam Site".  
 They already were providing 
food for Meals on Wheels  recipi-

ents in Wardsboro, Jamaica, Wind-
ham, Londonderry, and Weston. Pres-
ently, they are  preparing approxi-
mately 300 meals a week for 50- 60 
clients in all the above-named towns.   
 The meals are delivered three 
days a week -- Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday -- on six different  routes, 
with volunteer drivers each handling 
one route one or two days a week.  
 To find out more about getting 
these fresh meals delivered to you 
three days per week, call Wendi Ger-

HOW TO GET OR GIVE MEALS ON WHEELS 
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By Lynn Forrest, Planning Commission member 

  
 In October 2021, 437 people responded to the survey mailed to all 
residents and made available online by the Newfane Planning Commis-
sion. The respondents chose from options of how to spend “phony dol-
lars” in various categories of ARPA and state funding. (ARPA is the 
American Rescue Plan Act). Each category had multiple areas of focus 
for people to choose from. The chart shows how people spent their phony 
dollars with Community Life receiving the most dollars. People were 
able to allocate “phony money” to more than one category. 
 50 people will receive vouchers for the Newfane Store and over 50 
people want to know more about the Planning Commission’s work.  
 The Planning Commission will continue to work with the Select-
board to refine these priorities and funding for Newfane endeavors. 
 

 
 
 

PLANNING COMMISSION SURVEY RESULTS 

main at Senior Solutions (802-755-
7295).  
 To find out more about becom-
ing a driver, call the number above 
or Karen Sabin at (973) 769-
4628.    
 Most routes can be completed 
in an hour or two, and drivers are 
eligible for a mileage  reimburse-
ment. You can meet some great 
people, provide a needed service, 
explore the back  roads of your 
area, and give yourself something 
to feel good about.  

Comm-  econ         housing  transport- 

unity life       onomics     tation 
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WHAT IS A SERVICE CALL ANYWAY? 

WHY IS IT GETTING LATE SO EARLY? 

As I type this, in early December, the 
sun (if it were visible) would be setting 
at 4:18 PM. It only gets about a minute 
earlier before it starts mercifully going 
the other way. By January 3,  it will be 
4:30, and by January 29, it will be back 
to 5:00. Yippee!   

Our shortest day here (as elsewhere) 
is December 20, with nine hours be-
tween sunrise  and sunset. If we are 
going to live here -- and, believe it or 
not, we are closer to the Equator  than 
we are to the North Pole -- this is what 
we have to work with. Every year it's 
the same deal.   

We live in the Eastern Time Zone, 
which stretches from Maine to the 
Midwest. The  earliest sunset in De-

cember in Houlton, ME is at 3:45. In 
Houghton, MI, it's 5:04. Some 
have  argued that New England (if all 
six states could agree, and if the U. S. 
Congress would allow it)  should be 
split off into the Atlantic Time Zone, 
one zone to our east, which, in effect, 
would put  us on permanent Daylight 
Saving Time, which we are already on 
for eight months of the year.  

The idea of Daylight Saving Time 
came about during World War I as an 
energy-saving  measure, but it wasn't 
standardized for the entire country until 
1966. States are free to opt out  of Day-
light Saving, but not to expand it. In 
the last three years, almost every state 
has  considered, and several have 

struct the roadway. We show up, put 
traffic cones out to establish a safe area, 
and then stand by until the power com-
pany arrives.  
 If you are unsure sure about whether 
a woodstove or pellet stove is overheat-
ing, we show up to investigate and deter-
mine if there is any danger. Or your CO 
or smoke detector sounds—or there is an 
odor of gas–but there is no fire or no one 
is feeling ill. Again, we show up to in-
vestigate and deploy our gas meter to be 
sure the home is safe. In most cases, the 
cause is a faulty detector or an uninten-
tional activation. 
 Years ago we had a famous call for a 
cat stuck up in a tree. Even though it is 
rare to find a cat skeleton in a tree, as 
one of the responders wisecracked at the 
time, we showed up and rescued the 
animal. 

By Gary Lavorgna, Captain, New-
Brook Volunteer Fire & Rescue 

 
 NBFD receives 
many different 
kinds of calls dur-
ing the year. Some 
are fire calls, 
where smoke and 
flames are visible, 
most are rescue 
calls involving 
medical issues, but 

some are service calls. Here are some 
examples. 
 During heavy rain storms, we often 
get calls for flooded basements. We 
show up with one of our trucks and 
pump out the water. During heavy rain, 
wind, or wet snow storms, trees will fall 
on utility wires, causing them to ob-

By Dan Towler passed, legislation to make Daylight Saving 
Time year-round  when and if Congress will 
permit it. There are also bills to do away 
with Daylight Saving and  stay on Standard 
Time year-round. In Vermont, separate bills 
have been offered to do both.  

There are many valid arguments for per-
manent Daylight Saving Time, and many 
for  permanent Standard Time. The only 
thing most people seem to agree on is that 
changing the  clocks twice a year causes 
way too much confusion and disorientation.  

But, will we ever reach consensus on how 
not to keep doing it? Stay tuned.... and 
keep  going to bed and getting up whenever 
you have to, or whenever you damn well 
feel like it. 

• Priscilla Cotton 

• Jane Douglas 

• Jen Frey 

• Missy Stearns 

• Dan Towler 

• Erica Walch 

 

The NewBrook News is now 
available online. Send a link 

to the NewBrook News to 
family, friends, or just fans 
of our corner of the world. 

You will find the link on the 
Town of Newfane Web-

site: https://newfanevt.com/ 

The NewBrook Newsletter is an all-
volunteer production.  In addition to 
articles submitted by our faithful 
readers, the crew that conceived and 
produces the newsletter is: 

September 
15 Medical 
7 Service Calls 
1 Mutual Aid to Winhall 
 
October 
13 Medical 
6 Service Calls 
1 Mutual Aid to Putney 
1 Mutual Aid to Marlboro 
 
November 
21 Medical Calls 
6  Service Calls  

https://newfanevt.com/


are similar in style. Two de-
pict highlights of scripture and 
five show symbolic motifs: 
cross and crown, anchor, lilies, 
dove and bible, and crown 
with olive branches, lamp, and 
bible. Below is inscribed the 
name of the patron or patrons 
to whom the window is dedi-
cated. 

In 1911, church history 
states they received three me-
morial windows. Rev. Francis 
Sargent Bickford served as 
pastor from 1896-1901 and 
died serving the church. Rev. 
John A. Swart served as pastor 
from 1905-1906. Harrison 
Aldrich, born in South New-
fane, fought in the Civil War. 
His name is also found on the 
monument in Newfane honor-
ing residents who served in the 
Civil War.  

In January of 1912, four 

When you’ve driven past the 
South Newfane Baptist Church on 
your way somewhere else, chanc-
es are you didn’t notice the seven 
stained-glass windows surround-
ing the building, three each on the 
left and right sides, the seventh 
above the front entry doors.  

Stained glass windows be-
came popular in the early 1900s, 
especially in churches. The pur-
pose of these windows is not to 
prohibit people from seeing out-
side, but to beautify buildings, 
control light, and sometimes to 
tell a story. Windows were costly 
to make and install, so churches 
raised funds from parishioners 
and local donors whose names 
were added to the windows they 
sponsored. 

The seven SNBC windows 

more windows were added in 
memory of John Goodnow, a 
farmer who served as deacon 
from 1834-1887; Rev. Mans-
field Bruce, first settled pas-
tor; Chauncey B. Bailey, my 
second great-grandfather, 
who served as Sunday School 
superintendent for twenty-
five years and his 
wife, Eliza Kelsey; 
and “Ladies Aid and 
Departed Members.” 

 On Easter Sun-
day, April 7, 1912, 
the seven memorial 
windows were pre-
sented and dedicated. 
Life sketches were 
read, and window 
symbology was ex-
plained; hymns for 
each were sung by the 
choir. Today, no rec-
ord of this service 

LADIES BENEVOLANT SOCIETY HELPS OUT 
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all unserved and underserved premis-
es by the end of 2024. 
 The second phase of construc-
tion, which will include the towns of 
Brookline and Newfane will happen 
after 2022. 
Your local Representatives to the DV 
Fiber Governing Board are: 
 
Marjorie Ray, Brookline 
marjoriedvfiber@gmail.com 
 
Jane Douglas, Newfane 
 jdouglas27@gmail.com 
 
 

 The Deerfield Valley Communications 
Union District recently received a $4.1 
million grant from the Vermont Communi-
ty Broadband Board (VCBB) for pre-
construction planning for Phase 1 of a high-
speed fiber optic network that will reach all 
unserved and underserved homes and busi-
nesses within its 24 member towns.  
 This funding includes preparation of 
utility poles in Halifax, Marlboro, Readsbo-
ro, Stamford, Wardsboro, and Whitingham, 
the towns in Phase 1. 
 DVFiber now expects to connect with 
its first customers by the second half of 
2022, expand construction to most other 
areas in 2023, and complete construction to 

remains nor details of fundrais-
ing efforts, cost of purchase or 
installation, from what compa-
ny they were purchased, or who 
installed them. Since their dedi-
cation almost two hundred 
years ago, the details of this 
ambitious project remain a 
mystery lost in time. 

By Karen Bailey Cawrse  

DV FIBER UPDATES  

mailto:marjoriedvfiber@gmail.com
mailto:debandmunson@mac.com


 Here in our bucolic corner of 
Vermont, most people want to 
"do the right thing" for the  envi-
ronment and their grandchil-
dren's future by separating recy-
clables from their trash so  those 
materials can be kept out of the 
landfill -- for at least a little 
longer -- and be remade in-
to  useful products. It's widely 
known that metal, glass, paper 
and cardboard are prime  candi-
dates for recycling and should be 
kept out of the trash.  
 Plastic, however, of which 
more  and more things are made, 
is a far more confusing issue. 
Most plastic containers are la-
beled with a triangular recycling 
symbol with a number  inside it 

By Dan Towler (Brookline Repre-
sentative to the WSWMD Board of 
Supervisors) 

ity) in Rutland, at which 
they are sorted into  market-
able and non-marketable 
commodities. What can't be 
recycled goes to a huge 
landfill  in northern Ver-
mont.  
 Tours of the MRF have 
been offered in the past, but 
have been limited  lately 
due to Covid concerns. Re-
cently, a small group from 
our Solid Waste Manage-
ment  District in Brattleboro 
visited the MRF, and their 
report reveals that not only 
are plastic bags an  emphat-
ic NO when it comes to 
recycling, but a lot of rigid 
plastic containers that peo-
ple  routinely toss in their 
recycling bins are NOT ac-
tually recyclable.  
 For example, containers 

from #1 to #7. Some say 
"OTHER". These numbers 
denote different types of plas-
tic,  some of which can be re-
cycled, and some of which 
cannot.  
 This is the world we live 
in. Most industries that make 
things don't care if their prod-
ucts are reusable or recyclable 
or not  as long as we buy them. 
Consumers, municipalities, 
and waste districts are left to 
figure out  how to deal respon-
sibly with a dizzying array of 
different materials, the market 
for which, if  there is any at all, 
varies wildly and continuous-
ly.  
 As you have read in previ-
ous columns here, virtually all 
of our trash and recycla-
bles  from this area go to a 
MRF (materials recovery facil-

TALKIN’ TRASH 
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marked with #1 (PETE), #2 
(HDPE), and #5 (PP) are the 
ONLY  ones that can almost 
universally be recycled. Any-
thing marked with #3, #4, #6 or 
#7 has to  go in the trash, as 
painful as that may be. Also, 
any black 
plastic con-
tainers -- in-
cluding 
plant  pots -- 
are unfortu-
nately NOT 
recyclable.   
 Check out 
the WSWMD 
website 
(windhamsolidwaste.org) which 
is updated frequently  and which 
is chock-full of useful infor-
mation about trashy subjects.  

By Jane Douglas 

 

 Many years ago, when I was 

first done with college and money 

was tight, I took a job up in 

Montpelier.  It was a starting po-

sition, first rung on the ladder of 

success, which meant it didn’t 

pay much.  So I took a small 

apartment in Waterbury Center, 

in a building halfway up the side 

of Hunger Mountain. 

 The 

mountain 

name was 

appropriate 

for that first 

year!  There 

were plenty 

of weeks where I had to choose 

between buying food and putting 

gas in the car.  Food lost.  Fortu-

nately, I’d gone in with the neigh-

bors on a big garden, so food was 

literally right outside the front 

door. 

 Heat was another matter.  

The apartment had electric 

heat, which back in those times 

was pretty expensive.  For the 

summer and into the fall, the 

heat stayed shut off, but once 

the temperature started drop-

ping, I knew I was going to 

have to turn it on. 

It was the end of October 

when, overnight, a cold front 

blew in from Canada, sending 

temperatures plummeting.  I 

went to bed covered by one 

quilt, only to wake up at 3:00 

AM with teeth chattering.  It 

was that cold!  I put on socks 

and a sweater, threw all the 

coats I owned on top of the 

bed and climbed in.  Even 

then, I shivered for an hour. 

 That’s when I noticed the 

goldfish.  I had one small dou-

ble-tailed goldfish in a five-

gallon tank.  The water just 

inside the glass had started to 

freeze, and that poor goldfish 

was swimming around and 

around in circles, as fast as he 

could, trying to stay warm!  

Money be damned, I couldn’t let 

my fish companion turn into an 

ice cube decoration.  I turned on 

the heat. 

 Fish and I survived the night, 

and the next day I applied for a 

promotion at work.  I was going 

to have to pay that heating bill 

somehow!  My mother gave me 

an old goose down comforter, 

which I repaired and slept under 

STAYING WARM THIS WINTER 

the rest of the winter.  

 I got the promotion.  Fish 

lived to be over twenty years 

old.  I still sleep under goose 

down all these years later, 

with my current animal com-

panion, a self-warming kitty 

cat.  Life is cozy. 

 But every fall, when the 

cold air hits, I get out the 

checkbook and send money 

to charities supporting heat-

ing funds.  In memory of 

Fish.  



By Amy Duffy 
NewBrook Elementary Farm to 
School Coordinator 

 
 “You are our sunshine!” This 
supportive message is displayed 
front and center of the walkway 
as students enter the new school 
year at Newbrook School. It set 
the tone for a year of learning, 
making connections, and sharing 
experiences with classmates and 
staff. As the new Farm to School 
Coordinator, it is true. The stu-
dents are a ray of light.  
 The Farm to School Program 
is an immersive outdoor learning 
experience focusing on garden-
ing, healthy cooking, and nutri-

tion education. Brought to New-
brook through a partnership with 
Food Connects- a program that 
supports educators, food service 
directors, and farmers in cultivating 
healthy farm and food connections 
in classrooms, cafeterias, and com-
munities across Southern Vermont. 
It is nothing short of amazing.  
 The first three months have 
been exciting and rewarding. Shar-
ing a passion for gardening and 
background in nutrition with chil-
dren has always been a dream. The 
teachers and staff have been wel-
coming and willing to collaborate 
on bringing the outdoor classroom 
to life for students. So far, Students 

worked to clean up the garden beds, 
spread compost, plant garlic, harvest 
mint & lemon balm for tea as well as 
seed saving. Amaranth was explored 
as a nutritious grain that created a 
traditional Mexican sweet treat.  
 Newbrook teachers and Princi-
pal Scotty Tabachnick value outdoor 
learning. First-grade teacher Ashley 
Moorhouse has created Woods 
Wednesday where students take 
learning to the school trails. Fifth-
grade teacher Joyce VanPamelen is 
an experienced Vermiculturist bring-
ing worm composting into the class-
room. Students regularly feed worms 
compost that will create soil for the 
gardens. Third-grade teacher 

FARM TO SCHOOL PROGRAM 
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Heather Sperling and staff built an 
outdoor clay oven where students 
learn wood-fired cooking methods 
and traditions. So far the oven has 
been used for delicious wood-fired 
pizza with homemade dough. 
Fourth-grade teacher Jason Gragen 
is an avid fisherman and woods 
enthusiast who brings his 
knowledge of local fish and wild-
life into the classroom to enhance 
the science experience.  
Future plans include an introduc-
tion to hydroponics, microgreen 
cultivation, Harvest of the month 
taste testing, seedling starts for the 
Spring garden, pollinator explora-
tion, and a Spring Celebration. Stay 
tuned for more community events. 



By Jane Douglas 
So. Newfane Cemetery Trustee    
 
 There is no sadder reminder of 
our forgotten predecessors than an 
abandoned cemetery.  Stones bro-
ken or covered with so much lichen 
they can’t be read, or worse, stones 
laying in pieces on the ground.  
   That’s what had happened to 
some of the stones in the South 
Newfane Cemetery.  The Ceme-
tery is run by a private, non-profit 
corporation, so there’s no money 

from any government to do repairs.  
The  trustees of the South Newfane 
Cemetery tried to find relatives, 
descendants of the oldest families 
buried in our graveyard, to see if 
they could help, but people move, 
families die out, or just don’t have 
the money to pay for repairs. So the 
trustees decided we had to do some-
thing before the damage got worse.  
We dipped into what funds we have, 
and repaired over twenty of the 
stones most in need of attention. 

WORK DONE AT SO. NEWFANE CEMETERY 
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Justus Augur, died Sept 18, 1843, age 91 or 101 
years.  Veteran Revolutionary War. 

Har(r)iet S. Ball, daughter of James and Lucy Ball, 
died May 8, 1836, age 4 weeks, 5 days. 

Luny M. Ball, daughter of J & L Ball, died Feb 17, 
1850, age 11 years 

Lucy Blake, consort of Harrison G. Blake, died “on 
the Green Mountain”, Dec. 20, 1821, age 28. 

Evelina Bruce, died July 21, 1817, age 2 years, 6 
months. 

Lynds Chaffee, died  April 3, 1813, age 29 years, 7 
months. 

James Charter, died Apr 22, 1821, age 79 years.  Pos-
sibly Revolutionary War veteran. 

Phebe Bryant, wife of James Charter, died Aug 14, 
1863, age 86 years 6 months. 

Philip Charter, died July 19, 1861, age 73 years. 

Lucy Goodell, wife of Joseph Goodell, died Mar. 17, 
1856, age 92 years. 

Joseph Goodell, died Oct 2, 1815 age 53 years. 

Joseph M. Goodell, son of Zina and Gratia Goodell, 
died Feb 1, 1834, age 2 years 2 months 

Phineas Howe, died Jan 17, 1869, age 76 years 8 
months. 

   These early settlers of our valley 
were a varied lot.  They were 
farmers and housewives, war vet-
erans and judges.  Some died of 
old age, one we know froze to 
death, sacrificing her life to save 
her daughter.  Some were famous, 
but some no google search tuned 
up a single word about them.  The 
stones we repaired were for people 
who died as early as 1803 and as 
recently as 1888.  They were of all 
ages when they died, from only 4 
weeks old to over 92 years.  

    And so we have paid tribute to 
those who lived and died in our 
town by repairing their memorial 
stones.  Below is a list of the 
stones repaired by volunteers in 
the Fall of 2021. 
Will you help defray the cost of 
repairs? Make checks in any 
amount ut to the South Newfane 
Cemetery Association and mail to 
PO Box 303, South Newfane, VT  
05351. Jane 802-348-7454 

John Knapp, Jr.  born Apr 30,1811 in Bennington, died 
Feb 13, 1850 in Bennington, age 38, veteran, and Sara 
Louisa King, his wife, born Feb 10, 1812 in Newfane, 
died Jan 18, 1888 in Newfane.   

Fatima Putnam King, wife of Hosea King, died Mar 3, 
1878, age 79 years. 

Lydia King, wife of Wm. King, died May 4, 1803, age 36 
years. 

Sarah B. Yeaw Morse, wife of James Morse, born Sept 
10, 1787, died Nov 1, 1839, age 52 years. 

Luther King Ester W. Morse, born Feb 19, 1824 in New-
fane, died Dec 27, 1851, age 28 years. 

Josephus Orvis, died Dec 24, 1855, age 75 years, 10 
month. 

Ebenezer Person, born Mar 21, 1797, died July 16, 1889, 
his wife Laura Gile, born Sep 13, 1803, died Feb 7, 1850,  
their daughter Marion, wife of C.B. Lamb, born Mar 9, 
1832, died Aug 15, 1877. 

Mary Phillips, wife of Samuel Phillips, died May 15, 
1828, age 34 years. 

Elizabeth Taylor Bruce Streeter, wife of Edwin Streeter, 
born April 22, 1821, died Aug 2, 1843, age 22 years 3 
months 

Clark S. Ward, son of A.S. and Mary W. Ward, died Sept 
8, 1847, age 9 months. 
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FOUR WINDS STILL NEEDS YOUR HELP 
 The Four Winds Program at NewBrook Elementary 
School is still looking for volunteers who would like to 
get outside in nature with kids. You don’t have to teach 
anything, just love nature, love kids (even other peo-
ple’s kids) and love to help. 
 One parent who volunteered when her kids were in 
elementary school said that “it was great to see my kids 
in the school setting and learn what they were up to. I 
also loved learning more about nature.” 
 The classes are led by a nature educator, parents 
(and non-parent adults are also welcome to volunteer) 
assist with follow-up classroom activities.   

For more information, email the program coordinator, Elizabeth 
Erickson at egillbi@yahoo.com (802) 318- 3329 Or check out the 
Four Winds website: www.nearbynature.fwni.org  
 
 

By Lee Ann Parker 

Brookline Meeting House Volunteer 

 

 What makes a community?  We 

at the Brookline Meetinghouse have 

been asked many times “what do 

you expect this old building to be 

used for?”  Since the town purchased 

the old church in 2014 volunteers 

have given countless hours and mon-

ey has come from numerous private 

and state sources interested in pre-

serving the structure.  So why do we 

care? 

 Last September I received a call 

from Gwen Tanza asking if I could 

come to the Town Office to talk with 

a visitor who was researching his 

family history and was interested in 

the Brookline Meetinghouse.. The 

visitor was Howard Cutler.  I knew 

that name from having just complet-

ed extensive research on the building 

for the National Register of Historic 

Places. It turns out that Ira Cutler, along 

with his brother Samuel, were two of 

the original financiers of the Baptist 

Church in 1836. 

 Last week I was placing a wreath at 

a headstone in the Riverside Cemetery 

and came across the family plot of the 

Cutlers.  Ira passed away in 1866 and 

his brother Samuel in 1868.  They were 

joined by four of their children, all who 

passed away by the age of 24.  Sudden-

ly it became very clear to me the reason 

we work to preserve and bring back into 

use the old buildings of our towns.   

 Our town and our Meetinghouse 

has a new protector of that history by 

the great-great grandson of Ira Cutler. 

Howard Cutler wished to honor his 

family’s heritage and philanthropy by 

offering a $10,0000 matching grant to 

continue the restoration of the church 

his family had helped to build four gen-

erations ago.  

CONNECTING WITH OUR PAST 
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Newfane Brookl ine Newslet ter  

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS 

Thank you, Newsletter Donors: 
 
Winnie Dolan 
Carl & Rene Durham 
Myra Fasler 
Bill Guenther 
Norm & Martha LaMoria 
Dot Maggio 
Bucky & Carleen Pelsue 
Dan Towler 
Jane Douglas 

 

SENIOR SOLUTIONS NEEDS 

VOLUNTEERS FOR ELDERS 

 Submissions and articles 
from people, businesses and 
organizations located in and 
serving residents of New-
fane and Brookline are wel-
comed. Information from 
and about other towns that 
serve Newfane and Brook-

line residents will be consid-
ered as space allows.  
 Articles should not ex-
ceed 350 words. The news-
letter’s editorial board re-
serves the right to edit all 
submissions for clarity and 
length.  

 We welcome submissions 
from and for young people. Do 
you have a riddle, a joke, a puz-
zle that you’d like to share? 
Please send it along. All sub-
missions to the email address 
below or call in your news to 
(802) 365-4265 or drop us a 

 line at Newfane Anew, attn: 
newsletter, Box 235, Newfane, 
VT 05345 
 The deadline for the April, 
May, June issue is Friday, 
March 4th at noon. 

newbrooknews.newsletter@gmail.com 

If you would like to provide financial sup-
port to help get the next issue into mailbox-
es, you can donate to Newfane Anew, attn: 
Newsletter, PO Box 235, Newfane, 05345  
Any amount is welcome! 

By Gloria Cristelli 
Newfane Senior Solutions representative 
Co-Chair of the Senior Solutions Advisory Council  

 
 In recent months, Senior Solutions has received many 
requests from clients from the Townshend, Newfane, 
Grafton, and Jamaica areas for help with shopping and 
errands as well as requests for respite care and/or com-
panions. Senior Solutions needs volunteers to fill these 
requests.   
 They have a couple of programs for volunteers that 
include payment for mileage, and a couple of programs 
that could provide a stipend (Senior Companions) and 
another new program that provides respite for the care-
giver of someone with a family member with Dementia 
for which Senior Solutions provides training.  
 If you are interested, the best thing to do is to call the 
Senior Solutions Helpline at 1-800-642-5119 and tell 
them you are interested in volunteering, and then you will 
be connected with the staff members who oversee the 
programs.  

NEWFANE TO PURCHASE SAND 

AND GRAVEL PIT 

By Erica Walch 

 

 On December 7, 2021, a special town meeting was held in 

Newfane to consider the purchase of a parcel of land that 

would be turned into a sand and gravel pit, allowing the town 

to be free from market ups and downs when it comes to buying 

sand and gravel for the town’s roads.  

 The parcel is 21 acres on Radway Hill Road, near River 

Road, close to Brookline. The town first learned about the par-

cel in 2019, but decided not to purchase it and it was then 

bought by Paul Belagour, local real estate mogul and new own-

er of the Brattleboro Reformer newspaper. Now that sand and 

gravel costs have increased, the town has reconsidered. Some 

discussion ensued, and a motion was presented for the pur-

chase not to exceed $600,000.  

 The 65 Newfane residents present passed the motion by 

voice vote. No nays were heard.  

 The proposed pit will have to pass Act 250 review, but 

there could well be a new sand and gravel source for the town 

in 2022, which will save taxpayers money in the long run, but 

may raise taxes in the short term. 

 Want to learn more about the doings of town government? 

Meeting dates are on the back page of this newsletter. You can 

also sign up for email alerts by visiting the town’s web site.  

Let advertisers know you saw their 

ad in the newsletter! 
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We appreciate the support of our advertisers, and their support helps us continue to present this newsletter!  Our community wants to 

get to know your business or service - for information about coming aboard with your advertisement, please contact   

newbrooknews.newsletter@gmail.com  

mailto:newbrooknews.newsletter@gmail.com


Newfane Town Office 

Open Mon - Thurs 8 -5 

555 Route 30 
PO Box 36 
Newfane, VT 05345 
Tel: (802) 365-7772 
Fax: (802) 365-7692  
www.newfanevt.com 
Newfane Town Garage: 348-7949 

Brookline Town Office 

Open Tues/Thurs 9-2       

First Sat of month 9-12 

734 Grassy Brook Road            
PO Box 403 
Brookline, VT 05345 
Tel. (802) 365-4648 
Fax (802) 365-4092 
www.brooklinevt.com/

Useful  Contact  Informat ion  

Emergency: Enhanced 9-1-1 911 

Fire: NewBrook Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Mutual Aid, Keene, NH 

1-603-352-1100 

Ambulance: Rescue,Inc. Brattleboro 
Grace Cottage Hospital, Townshend 

254-2010 
365-7676 

Police: VT State Police 802-722-4600  

Mental Health: Mental Health Services of Southern 
VT 

1-800-622-4235 

Domestic Vio-
lence: 

Women’s Crisis Center, Brattleboro 254-6954 

General: United Way Helpline 211 

Runaway: Youth Services of Windham County, 
Brattleboro 

257-0361 

Temporary Shel-
ter: 

Morningside Shelter 257-0066 

Animal Control Windham County Sheriff 365-4945  

West River Valley Mutual Aid Group  

westrivervalleymutalaid.wordpress.com 

WRVMA is an all-volunteer group that helps 

community members with one-time and short-

term needs They also coordinate delivery of 

free food and groceries. Contact them to give 

or receive help. 

This newsletter is mailed to 

all residential and business 

addresses in the Newfane, 

Brookline, South Newfane 

and Williamsville zip codes. 

 

Additional copies can be 

found at: 

• Duttons 

• The Newfane Store 

• Fayetteville Corner 

• The Moore Free Library 

 

To have the newsletter mailed 

to you quarterly, please send 

$20 to the address above. 

 

 

NewBrook Newsletter  

Newfane Anew  

PO Box 235 

Newfane, VT 05345 

Town Business Meetings: 
 
Brookline Selectboard: 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month 
 
Newfane Selectboard: 1st and 3rd 
Monday of each month,  

Call 211 from your phone to find out about hun-

dreds of important community resources, like 

emergency food and shelter, disability services, 

counseling, senior services, health care, child 

care, drug and alcohol programs, legal assis-

tance, transportation agencies, educational and 

volunteer opportunities, and much more. 

https://www.brooklinevt.com/
http://www.newbrookfire.org/
http://www.gracecottage.org/
https://westrivervalleymutualaid.wordpress.com/

